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MRICS-2026 “Al University Soon”: Priyank Kharge

Wolverhampton Bengaluru Centre Takes Centre Stage in Global Research and AI Innovation

p WHAT ARE THE

Minister Priyank Kharge unveiling JARIS journal along with dignitaries

Dr. Manmohan Sin-
gh  Bengaluru City
University hosted
MRICS-2026, the first
edition of the Multidis-
ciplinary Research and
Innovation Conference
Series, through its Wol-
verhampton—Bengalu-
ru Centre for Research
and Innovation (WBC
R&I), in collaboration
with the University of
Wolverhampton, UK on
Sth and 6th August 2026
at Jnana Jyothi auditori-
um, Central College,
on the theme “Leverag-
ing Artificial Intelligence
to Advance Sustainable
Development — Goals.”

The conference
was inaugurated by Mr.
Priyank Kharge, Min-
ister for Home Affairs,
IT & BT and E-Gov-
ernance, Government of
Karnataka, who high-
lighted Karnataka’s
leadership role in tech-
nology and digital trans-
formation. He spoke
about the evolution of
e-Governance towards
“Intelligent Governance
(I-Governance)”, where
Al canenable smarter de-
cision-making, efficient
public services, greater
transparency and da-
ta-driven policymaking.

The event brought to-
gether a distinguished
international and nation-

al academic leadership.
Prof. Ritika Sinha, Di-
rector, WBC R&I, Dr.
MSBCU, welcomed the
gathering and articulated
the Centre’s vision of cre-
ating a globally connect-
ed research ecosystem
linking academia, in-
dustry and government.

Prof. Suresh Renu-
kappa, Director, WBC
R&I, UOW, and Prof.
Subhashini Suresh,
Joint Director, WBC
R&I, University of
Wolverhampton,  pre-
sented MRICS as an
international  platform
for multidisciplinary
research and innova-
tion. Dr. T.N. Thandava
Gowda, Joint Director,
WBC R&I, presented
the WBC Vision Hand-
book, detailing the Cen-
tre’s vision, mission,
research roadmap and
strategic goals for 2030.

A major highlight
of the inaugural pro-
gramme was the release
of the Conference Pro-
ceedings and the Jour-
nal of Advanced Re-
search and Innovation
Studies (JARIS), fur-
ther strengthening the
conference’s  research
orientation. Prof. B.C.
Bhagavan, Vice Chan-

cellor, Rajiv Gandhi
University of Health
Sciences,  highlighted

the possibilities of Al
and interdisciplinary
research in higher edu-
cation and healthcare.

Delivering the key-
note  address, Prof.
Tonny Veenith, Royal
Wolverhampton ~ NHS
Trust, UK, brought an
international  perspec-
tive on responsible Al
applications in health-
care, research and sus-
tainable development.

The conference also
demonstrated the grow-
ing importance of in-
dustry—academia part-
nerships. An MoU was
exchanged between Dr.
Manmohan Singh Ben-
galuru City University
and SONA SCLAE, rep-
resented by Mr. Thyagu
Valiyappa, CEO, SONA
Groups and SCALE.
Mr. Sathish Naraharim-
urthy, CEO & Manag-
ing Director, Roombr
Technologies Pvt. Ltd.,
highlighted the trans-
formative possibilities
of immersive technol-
ogies and Al-enabled
learning environments.

Prof. Ramesh B.,Vice
Chancellor, Dr.MSB-
CU, in his presiden-
tial address, reaffirmed
the University’s com-
mitment to promoting
multidisciplinary re-
search, innovation and
global academic partner-

ships. He emphasised on
the importance of bring-
ing together multiple
Public Universities from
different disciplines to
work on problem solv-
ing innovative solutions.
Dr. Deeksha.S., Co-or-
dinator, WBC R&I. de-
livered vote of thanks.
Valedictory Session
Prof. Lingaraj Gandhi,
Former VC, Bengaluru
City University, in his
valedictory address, de-
scribed Al as “a good
servant and a bad mas-
ter” while cautioning
against allowing Artifi-
cial Intelligence to take
control of policy and
critical ~ decision-mak-
ing. He emphasised that
technology must remain
atool serving the human-
ity and called for a great-
er attention to Social
Sciences and Humani-
ties alongside technol-
ogy-driven  education.
Smt. K. Ratnaprabha,
Retired Chief Secre-
tary, GoK, observed that
although Al is a very
powerful tool, it cannot
replicate the creative
capacity of the human
brain and urged young
people to use it judi-
ciously to advance sus-
tainable  development.
Prof. S.R.Niranjana,
Vice-Chairman-Kar-
nataka State Higher
Education Council,
delivered Keynote ad-
dress in the validectory
session. Prof. Suresh
Renukappa, Prof. Sub-
hashini Suresh, Mad-
husudana Murthy, Prof.
Ritika Sinha and Dr.T.N.
Thandava Gowda were
present on the occasion.
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Dr. Shreesha,
Faculty, BCUSMS.
-Dr.  Deekha S
Faculty of Commerce

Best Research Paper Award Winners

1Ne HIETTdLviar vuss

Dr. Sujatha Swamy and
Mrs. Satyasree Balijepal-
ly, Faculty, Centre for
Global Languages, are
the Author and Co-au-
thor, respectively, of
the research paper ti-
tled “Exploring Literary
Movements with Visual
Art and Artificial Intel-
ligence,” which has been
awarded the Best Re-
search Paper Award.

J The International Co:
l LEVERAGING ARTIFICIAL

1l .
Dr. Mary Josephine

M. and Ms. Nikita S.,
Faculty, = Department
of Commerce, are the
Author and Co-author,
respectively, of the re-
search paper “Impact
of Al-Driven Corporate
Governance  Practices
on Organisational Risk
Management  Effective-
ness: Empirical Evidence
from Indian Companies”

CO% FPTR QNNETE

2026 at Central College Rajaji hall. Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Ramesh. B., Registrar Naveen Joseph.A. and Sports Coor-
dinator Mohammed Sibgatulla paid floral tributes to Pad-
mashree Major Dhyanchand, wizard of Indian Hockey.

World Photography Day

Dr. MSBCU Journalism

Journalism exhibition organised by Photojour-
nalists association of Bengaluru at Chitra Kala
Parishat as part of the world photography day
celebrations on 20th August 2026. Senior Pho-
to Journalist Gopinathan guided the students.

udents visited P
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Dept. of Commerce- Syllabus Orientation Workshop

The Department of
Studies and Research
in Commerce, Dr. MS-
BCU, in association
with the Bengaluru City
University ~ Teachers’
Council of Commerce
and Management (BCU-
TCCM), organised a
Syllabus Orientation
Workshop for B.Com.
BBA and BBA (Aviation
Management) students
on 11th August 2026.
The programme was in-
augurated by P. Puttan-
na, Member of Karna-
taka Legislative Council
and Prof. S. R. Niran-
jana, Vice Chairman,
Karnataka State Higher
Education Council, de-
livered the keynote ad-
dress. Prof. Ramesh.B.
Vice-Chancellor,
Dr.MSBCU,  presided
over the programme.

Prof. Ramesh B. Kude-
natti, Registrar (Eval-
uation), Vijayalakshmi
M.V., FO, Prof. Jalaja
K.R., Chairperson Dept.

Dignitaries Inaugurating the Program by lighting the lamp

ment from all affiliated
colleges of Dr. MSB-
CU also participated.
In his inaugural address,
P. Puttanna emphasised

of Commerce, and BCU-
TCCM Office bearers—
Dr. H. Bhavani, Pres-
ident; Dr. C.Nagaraja,
General Secretary; and
Prof. H.R.Padmanabha,
Treasurer attended the
event. Principals, HoDs
and faculty members of
Commerce and Manage-

the need for updating
and revising the sylla-
bus and curriculum from
time to time to ensure
that students acquire
relevant knowledge and
skills and gain better em-
ployment opportunities.

The Vice-Chancellor,
Prof. Ramesh.B. appre-

ciated the valuable con-
tributions of Commerce
and Management teach-
ers towards improving
the academic standards.
He stressed the impor-
tance of strengthening
the connection between
industry and academia.
In his keynote address,
Prof. S. R. Niranjana
highlighted the impor-
tance of higher educa-
tion in addressing the
changing needs of so-
ciety and industry. He
also emphasised the
significance of multidis-
ciplinary approaches in
higher education and cur-
riculum  development.

The welcome ad-
dress was delivered by
Prof. Jalaja K. R. and
Dr.C.Nagaraja, General
Secretary, BCUTCCM
proposed vote of thanks.
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Wizard of Indian Hockey

India is remembering
Major Dhyan Chand,
who was known as “The
Wizard of Hockey” Ma-
jor Dhyan Chand, one of
the greatest hockey play-
ers in history, was ad-
mired across the world
for his extraordinary
skills and goal-scoring
ability. His contributions
to Indian hockey earned
him the Padma Bhushan
in 1956. India celebrates
National Sports Day on
his birthday every year.
Dhyan Chand’s hails
from a military back-
ground family and de-
veloped his skills while
serving in the Army. His
calm presence and bril-
liant dribbling helped In-
dia win three consecutive
Olympic gold medals in
1928 (Amsterdam), 1932
(Los Angeles), and 1936
(Berlin). After retiring
from the Army as a Ma-

jor, he served as coach
and continued to con-
tribute to Indian sports.
Over the past 100 years,
Indian  hockey  has
achieved great success.
The men’s team has won
eight Olympic gold med-
als, a World Cup title in
1975, and several medals
in various tournaments.
The womens team has
also grown steadily, par-
ticipating in multiple
World Cups and win-
ning the Asian Games
in 1982 and the Asia
Cup in 2004 and 2017.

| Major Dhyan éhand |
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centre. People in the
mansion are more than
happy. Inside the same
mansion, there was ades-
olate room with no ven-
tilation or light, where a
poor soul was lying half
dead. A woman with her
hair scattered around
her face is crouched in
a foetal position. Her
body ached as it was
covered with bruises,
and a hot iron branded
some parts of her hands
and legs. Who is she?
What exactly happened?
Few months back......
Ridhima, a 27 year old
young, educated and
beautiful girl from a
wealthy family, is all
decked up as a gor-
geous bride, all set for
her marriage with a lot
of dreams in her heart.
On the other hand, her

-Picture for Referenc
with a few crores of

money as dowry to the
groom’s family, who are
equally rich like him.
The marriage got over
with great pomp, but
what about life after
marriage? Was it really
smooth? Because within
the few days of marriage,
the people in the man-
sion, that is her husband
Navin and her in-laws,
started showing their
real colours. Blinded by

Her husband, who was
the puppet of his par-
ents, like a green-eyed
monster out of greed,
started  abusing  her
physically, verbally and
emotionally. He rapes
her every night, thrashes
her brutally and charred
her skin with a hot iron.
When she complained
about all these to her
parents several times
and pleaded to take her
back, their reaction came
as a shock to her. They
asked her to ‘adjust’with
her husband and in-laws
because it’s a matter of
their pride and honour,
which will be at stake
in the eyes of society.
Back to the present....
Ridhima is lying like a
corpse after being phys-
ically abused by her
so-called husband and

passed, torture contin-
ued, tired from all the
suffering and harass-
ment, she decided to
end her life, the best
way to escape all this.
The next morning, Ri-
dhima was found dead
with froth in her mouth
in the same luxury car
that was given by her
father as dowry, along-
side a last note to her
parents  that  reads:
“Sorry, Amma and Appa,
I couldn’t adjust with my
married life as you said.
Please forgive me if pos-
sible, as I am leaving
forever. So, Good bye!”
We are in the 21st cen-
tury and still a woman
killing herself for Dowry
cruelty, then it is a shame

on us and our society.
-Yogalakshmi A,
II MA, English.
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