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Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University
National Conference on 'Inclusive Disability Interventions'

Dr. G.K. Mahantesh, Founder-Chairman of Samarthanam International Trust, has urged that both the
government and society must provide necessary support for the empowerment of persons with
disabilities, as a majority of them in the country live below the poverty line.

Delivering the keynote address at the national conference organized by the Department of Social
Work of Dr. Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City University in collaboration with voluntary organizations
working for persons with disabilities, he stated that around 15% of the world’s population lives with
some form of disability.

He expressed concern that the number of persons with disabilities in higher education is very low
and that they are deprived of opportunities in employment due to various reasons. He hoped for the
creation of an environment where persons with disabilities can lead self-reliant life instead of
depending on pensions.

He emphasized the need to eliminate all forms of discrimination and to develop an inclusive mindset
that ensures equal opportunities for all, thereby integrating persons with disabilities into social and
economic progress.

He also opined that persons with disabilities should be transformed into tax-paying citizens and
proudly noted that 'Samarthanam Trust', with the support of CSR funds, is providing valuable
assistance to thousands of persons with disabilities across Karnataka and several other states.

Inaugurating the conference, Uma Mahadevan, Additional Chief Secretary, Government of Karnataka,
assured that all necessary assistance would be provided to improve the quality of life of persons with
disabilities.



Dr. N.S. Senthil Kumar, representative of the Institute for Rehabilitation and Research of the Disabled;
Prof. I.LA. Sharief, retired professor of NIMHANS; and Prof. Y.S. Siddegowda, former Vice-Chancellor of
Tumkur University, attended as chief guests.

Presiding over the event, Vice-Chancellor Prof. Ramesh B. assured that skill-based and technology-
oriented curricula beneficial to students with disabilities would be developed.

Registrar Naveen Joseph A., Registrar (Evaluation) Prof. Ramesh B. Kudenatti, and Head of the
Department of Social Work Prof. Ritika Sinha were also present.

The two-day conference is being held at Jnanajyothi Auditorium in the Central College campus, with
participation from over 300 students with disabilities from various universities, along with a large
number of faculty members and social workers. An exhibition has also been organized as part of the
conference.
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