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“World Social Work Day™

Y F R EVE T EVVEAYE

orld Social ork Day celebration at Dr. SBCU

The Department of So-
cial Work, Dr, Manmo-
han Singh Bengaluru
City University, cele-
brated ‘World Social
Work Day-2026 on 17
March 2026 on the theme
“Co-building hope and
harmony: A Haram-
bee call to unite divid-
ed society” inspired by
the African Philosophy
of Harambee — mean-
ing “Pulling Together”.
Prof.Ramesh B,
Vice-chancellor, in his
inaugural speech high-
lighted the history, gen-
esis and essence of the
celebration of World
Social Work Day. Fur-
ther he explained the
ongoing developments

happening across the
globe stressing more on
the divided societal im-
plications. He encour-
aged the budding social
work professionals to
rebuild trust, cohesion,
shared  responsibility
and co-building nature.
He also mentioned about
the causes and effects of
the prolonged conflicts
between US and Iran,
Iran and Israel, Russia
and Ukraine and the im-
pact of these develop-
ments on human soci-
ety. He emphasised the
role of social workers
in addressing the crisis
as these conflicts result
in loss of life and mas-
sive hardships affecting

April 2026

World Socml Work Day-2026

women and children.
The Chief Guest of the
programme Ms.Ruth
Manorama, Social Ac-
tivist, Right Livelihood
Awardee and a Veteran
Social Work Practition-
er, in her speech elab-
orately explained the
present social realities
with all pertinent fac-
tors covering many illus-
trations and examples.
She focussed more on
the priorities and com-
mitments of profession-
al social workers with
collective responsibility,
solidarity and collabo-
rative action in foster-
ing social cohesion and
inclusive development.
Prof. Ritika  Sinha,
Chairperson of the De-
partment in her presiden-
tial remarks expressed

her deepest concern
towards the society
by giving importance

to how social work-
ers build bridges rather
than walls, strengthen
communities  through
communication and di-
alogue, open our doors

to those in need, uphold
the dignity of all people,
promote social justice
and dedicate ourselves
to serving humanity
with love and lot of hope
and building harmony.
As part of the pro-
gramme, various com-
petitions and cultural
activities were arranged
and prizes were distrib-
uted to the winners.
Ms.Vanishree, Faculty,
welcomed the guests
and participants. Mrs.
Rashmi C.R, Faculty,
delivered introductory
remarks and coordinated
the programme. Dr.Ra-
jashekar.C, Faculty,
feciliated in conduct-
ing the event. Dr.N.Sa-
beeda, Asst.Professor,
Department of Social
Work, Acharya Insti-
tute of Graduate Stud-
ies (AIGS) proposed
vote of thanks. All the
faculties and students
of the department and
AIGS actively partici-

pated in the programme.
-Dr.Venktesha Murthy. S.
Faculty, Dept.of Social Work
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Ph.D Awardees

Dr. Mary Josephine M
Dept of Commerce
Title: A Study of Rela-
tionship Between CEO
Qualities and Stock Per-
formance of Select Ben-
galuru Based MNC”
Guide: Prof. M Muni-
narayanappa.

Dr. Manoj Kumar .K
Dept of Commerce
Title: “A study on educa-
tional learning outcome
aligning towards the
corporate sectors pros-
pect with special refer-
ence to karnataka”.
Guide: Prof. M Muni-
narayanappa.

g

Dr. Shravya Mouli

Centre for Global Languages
Title: Exploration of the
perception of the “Self” in
a mother, as seen through
historical narratives, litera-
ture, and visual media.

Guide: Prof. Jyothi

Venkatesh

Dr. Sujatha
Centre for Global Languages.
Title: A Comparison of
the Role of the Head of
State in the Context of
the two Pandemics, the
Spanish Flu of 1918 and
COVID-19 of 2019
Guide: Prof. Jyothi
Venkatesh

To My College Mates

Dear frlends let's grow in wisdom rise above the

crowd,
See right from wrong with open minds be humble
not too proud.

Don't judge too fast for everyone has value deep
inside,

Respect and kindness be our guide, let empathy
preside.

Marks are not the measure seek knowledge pure
and vast,

Life’s lessons reach beyond the books and let pa-

tience always last.
Our teachers are our shining stars inspiring day by
day,

With their wisdom and their care they light our

learning.

They share their lives, their truths, their hopes,
though not all can be told,

They open up our minds and hearts with lessons
bright and bold.

Be kind to all, respect the tools the chance we've
been bestowed,

In this journey with guiding hands together we

have grown.

- SWATHI B, MA English(II Year

IMPORTANT NOTE

Visit Dr Manmohan Singh Bengaluru City
University’s official website www.bcu.ac.in for
regular updates of University activities and also
read ANIKETANA. Send Reports/Photos to
E-mail id : aniketana@bcu.ac.in

Being Globally Connected

When missiles fill
the skies over the Mid-
dle East, the fear does
not stay there. In small
towns across Karnataka,

Kerala, Gujarat, Pun-
jab, mothers sit by their
phones waiting for a
message, just one mes-
sage from a son working
a construction job in a
Gulf country, or a daugh-
ter finishing her nursing
shift near a conflict zone.
The Israel-Iran war may
feel like a distant geopo-
litical crisis to many, but
for thousands of Indian
families, it is the reason
sleep does not come
easily at night. Add to
that the quietly rising
prices of cooking gas,
fuel, and groceries, the
invisible tax that every

conflict levies on the
poor and the struggling
and the war begins to
teel very close to home.
Behind every news bul-
letin and casualty fig-
ure is a human being
with a family that loves
them. Indian workers in
the Middle East did not
travel thousands of miles
away from their children
and aging parents for
adventure. They went
for dignity, for a better
school for their child, for
a father's medicine, for
a modest dream. When
conflict erupts around
them, those dreams are
suddenly fragile. Some
return home with noth-
ing but relief and emp-
ty pockets. Others wait
it out, quietly afraid.
The Israel-Iran con-
flict reminds us that in
our deeply connected
world, no war is ever
truly someone else's
war its weight is always
carried in some form,
by the most ordinary
and innocent of people.

-Navya H.M.
M.A, Sociology (II Year)
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BUDDHISM ON JAPANESE SHORES

Lord Buddha, “The En-
lightened One” is a name
synonymous with peace
and compassion and his
teachings resonate with
human values that need
to be imbibed by every
individual to end suffer-
ing in this world through
the Four Noble Truths
and the Eightfold Path.
Born as Siddhartha in the
6th century BCE in Lum-
bini , Nepal, he attained
salvation at the Bodh
Gaya, Bihar in India. He
had rejected all worldly
materialistic  pleasures
and as a wandering as-
cetic, he preached in
the north—east of India.
Did you ever won-
der how his teachings
reached the faraway
shores of Japan and how
Buddhism became one
of the most important
religions in Japan today?
Did Lord Buddha
travel to Japan and
preach Buddhism?
No, Lord Buddha did not
travel to Japan to propa-
gate his teachings but his
monks spread his teach-
ings through the silk route
and then reached Japan.
His teachings captivat-
ed large populations of
China and Korea and
soon reached Japan.
The Korean King Seong
of Bacekje offered Bud-

dhist scriptures and im-
ages to Japan in 552CE
marking the advent of
Buddhism in Japan.
Prince Shotoku of the
Soga Clan, one of the
most powerful ruling
clans in Japan adopt-

ed the teachings of
Lord Buddha. He built
temples, introduced

Buddhist studies and
integrated the princi-
ples into government
policies and soon it be-
came the state religion.
People started practis-
ing Buddhism along
with the Shinto beliefs.
Buddhism was then
widely approved by the
rulers of the Nara period.
Various dynasties have
promoted Buddhism
over the centuries and
today, the Japanese re-
ligious landscape is
equally influenced by
both the Shinto and
Buddhist traditions.
Buddhism is currently,
followed by 46 to 70 % of
the population in Japan.
Majority of Japanese
citizens participate in
rituals from both reli-
gions, the Shinto and the
Buddhist, even today.

-CHANDAN H. D
Japanese Lecturer

CGL, DrMSBCU

Edited by-Dr. S Krishnan.
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Abidhamma :The Need of the Hour for Young Students

Dr Manmohan Singh
Bengaluru City Univer-
sity, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
Study Centre, organ-
ized a Special Academ-
ic Dhamma Talk titled
“Understanding Student
Life — An Analytical Re-
flection,” as part of its
commitment to fostering
ethical and philosophi-
cal engagement among
students and faculty.
In her keynote address,
Venerable Acariya Su-
jin Boriharnwanaket of-
fered a lucid exposition
of Dhamma, empha-
sizing its relevance to
everyday life and under-

Abhidhamma : Special talk at Jnana Jyothi Auditorium seminar hall

scoring the importance
of mindful awareness in
each moment of seeing
and hearing as a path-
way to realizing truth.
She observed that the
contemporary education
system, driven by dead-
lines and performance
metrics, often engen-
ders stress and material
preoccupations, there-
by distancing individ-
uals from inner peace.
In this context, she ar-
gued that adherence to
Dhamma enables indi-
viduals to harmonize
their worldly respon-
sibilities with a bal-

anced and reflective life.
Drawing upon insights
from Abhidhamma phi-
losophy, she encouraged
students to cultivate con-
templative  awareness
and critical reflection.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Prof. Ramesh B,
Vice-Chancellor of the
University,  remarked
that the study of Ab-
hidhamma 1is particu-
larly pertinent for the
younger generation and
academic community, as
it nurtures scientific tem-
per, ethical sensibility,
and compassion toward
all living beings. Prof.
Jalaja. K.R, Director of
Ambedkar Study Centre,
was present at the event.
The programme com-
menced with an invo-
cation and welcome
address by Ms. Vani
Shree, Faculty of Social
Work, who also pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
-Vanishree, Dept.of MSW
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