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Vethalapanchavimshathi

Kathopakrama

On the bank of River Godavari, there was a
country named ‘Pratishtaana’.

Son of Vikramasena named ‘Trivikramasena’ a
celebrated king equaling Indra in valor ruled that
country. When the king attended the court, a
Buddhist mendicant (Bhikshu) named
Kshaantisheela daily visited the king and offered
him a fruit. The king just took the fruit and
handed it over to the treasurer who was standing
next to him. In this manner twelve years passed.

One day the mendicant as usual gave the fruit
to the king and left the court premises. On that
day, the king gave that fruit to a ‘performing
monkey cub’ which had escaped from its guardian
and had entered the court by chance. The moment
the monkey ate it, a priceless excellent precious
stone fell out of the bitten fruit. The king saw that
and questioned the treasurer-‘Where have you kept
the fruits offered by the mendicant which I handed
over to you daily?’ The treasurer answered with
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fear-“Lord! [ threw all the fruits through the
window into the treasury. If permitted, I will go and
search for them.”

He went out permitted by the king and
returned within some seconds and said-“Lord! I
found a heap of rotten fruits and countless
precious stones shining in their midst.”

The king ordered the gems to be placed in the
treasury.

Next day, when the mendicant came, the king
said to him. “Hey Bhikshu! Why do you serve me
like this spending so much wealth? If you do not
tell me the reason for your action. I will not accept
any more fruit from you.”

The mendicant took the king to an isolated
place and said. “O Brave one! There is some
achievement that can be completed only with the
help of a courageous king like you.” The king
agreed to help. The mendicant was happy and said
to the king again-“Lord! You should meet me in the
large cremation ground, under the fig tree, on the
forthcoming fourteenth night of the dark half of the
lunar month.” The king promised to meet him as
requested and the mendicant Shaantisheela
returned to his monastery happily.

On the fourteenth day of the dark half of the
lunar month the honorable king remembered the
request of the mendicant; wore a blue turban on
his head; held a sword in his hand; and went to
the cremation ground at night fall. He searched for
the mendicant here and there in that cremation
ground; found him sitting under a fig tree reciting
some chants.
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He approached him and said-“Bhikshu! I have
come as I promised! What do you want me to do
now? Tell me!”

The Bhikshu saw the king; was very happy
and said-“King! If you want to please me, go in the
southern direction alone towards that Shimshapaa
tree at a distance; bring me the corpse hanging
there; and thus help me.”

The king who never broke any promise he ever
made, heard his words, said “So be it”; and walked
in the southern direction. After he walked in that
cremation ground alone like this for some distance,
he saw a Shimshapaa tree and a corpse hanging
from that tree. He climbed the tree; cut the rope
tied to the corpse; and made it fall on the ground.
The moment the corpse touched the ground; it
cried loudly as if it had become alive. Then the
king climbed down the tree; wondered if the person
was alive; and touched it moved by kindness.
Immediately the corpse laughed uproariously.

The king then understood the corpse to be
possessed by a spirit (Vetaala) and said without
fear-

“Why are you laughing? Come on, let us go”.

Before he finished his words he saw the
corpse had vanished from the ground. He looked up
and found that the corpse was hanging from the
tree as before.

Again the king climbed up the tree; brought
down the corpse with great effort; placed it on his
shoulder and started walking silently.



22

The minds of the brave ones are harder than
the diamond and never tremble in fear.

The spirit spoke to him through the corpse’s
mouth-

‘King! You are undergoing an unnecessary
strain. So let me entertain you with a story. Listen-

Vishnuswamy-Katha

There was a city in Kusumapura. It was ruled
by a king named Dharaneevaraaha. His kingdom
provided shelter to many Brahmins. There was a
Brahmin’s colony named Brahmasthala. There lived
a Brahmin named Vishnuswamy. He had a wife, as
Svaahaa to God of Fire. He had four sons.

Vishnu Swamy died. All his wealth was taken
away by his relatives. Then, these four sons
discussed with each other for the future course of
action. “There is nothing here for us. Let us go out
of this place.” Having decided thus, they travelled
for many days and reached a village named
Yajnasthala where their maternal grandfather had
lived. But as he was no more, their uncles had to
care for them. The boys continued their studies in
that place. But as days went by they were
disregarded by their uncles and were neglected in
the matters of food, clothing etc.

Humiliated by the disregard of their relatives,
they all met at night to discuss their plight. The
eldest of them said-“Brothers! What to do? Know
everything to be the fate! In this world no one can
do anything for anyone. Today I was wandering in
the forest worried about all this. There I happened
to see a dead man with all his limbs loose and
spread out. I wished for such a freedom and
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thought-‘This fellow is blessed indeed. He has
nothing more to worry about anything.’” I decided to
end my life there itself; tied a cloth to the branch
of the tree; tied the other end to my neck like a
noose; and hung myself. The cloth tore off and I fell
on the ground unconscious but not dead. When I
woke up I saw a certain kind man fanning me and
sprinkling water on my face to regain my
consciousness.

He told me-“Friend! Tell me! You look like an
educated person! Why do you grieve and for whose
sake? A man who does good deeds gets happiness;
a man who does bad deeds gets pain; that is all. If
you are trying to commit suicide due to some
suffering, then do good deeds. Why do you want to
kill yourself and live in the hell after death?” He
consoled me like this and went away. I decided not
to give up my life and came here. If the fate
decides, one cannot even die. Now [ will perform
penance in some sacred place and burn the body
through penance so that I will not be tormented by
poverty again. His younger brothers said-“revered
one”l Why should learned men suffer without
money? Is it not a well-known fact that the wealth
is as fickle as the autumn cloud? Though stored
and well-protected with effort, it will perish.

Friendship with wicked, love of a prostitute
and wealth, never last long. So, a man who is
capable of sincere efforts should acquire some
talent by which the deer called wealth is caught
forcefully and tied to the stake brings forth
happiness.”

The eldest felt reassured by their talk and
said-“What is such a talent which will get us
wealth?” They all discussed for some time and not
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able to come to a decision said-“Let us wander all
over the earth and learn something good.”

All of them decided to go in different directions
in search of some knowledge which could earn
them wealth. They fixed a place for meeting and
all four of them went off in four directions.

Many days passed. All of them returned and
joined together at the place decided for the
meeting. They asked each other “What they all
have learnt ?”

One of them said-“l have mastered a learning
by which if bones of any animal could be collected,
I could make it get filled up with flesh and blood.”

Second one said-“I have mastered a learning by
which I can produce the skin and hair of the body
of an animal which has just flesh and bones.”

Third one said-“ have mastered such a
learning by which I can produce sense organs like
eyes etc and also other limbs in any animal which
has just bones, flesh, blood, skin and hair.”

Fourth one said-“ have mastered such a
learning by which I can produce life in an animal
with limbs.”

All four decided to test their talents. They
searched all over the forest and found the bones of
a dead lion. They did not know that the bones
belonged to a lion.

One of them collected the bones and filled it
with blood and flesh; next one produced the skin
and the hair; the third one filled it up with all
limbs; fourth one gave life to that form of the lion.
Immediately a terrifying lion stood there with long
manes, sharp teeth and sharp nails. It killed
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instantly all four of them who had made it alive;
and ran to the forest. In this manner, the brahmin
boys died by giving life to the lion. Who will get
happiness by giving life to a wicked animal?

If the fate is contradictory, even talents earned
with effort do not help in gaining wealth but lead
only towards destruction.

If the divinity which rules all is supportive, the
tree of effort, sprinkled by the water of learning
and the root surrounded by the water bed of ‘good
morals’ may result in good fruits.

Vetaala finished the story and asked the king-
“King! remember the curse and tell me; who has
made the worst mistake in causing the lion alive?”

The King thought silently-‘This Vetaala is going
to fly off again. Let it go! I will bring it back again.’

He said-“He who filled life into the lion’s body
is the worst sinner. The others did not know what
animal it was and filled it up with blood, flesh,
skin, hair and limbs. They cannot be blamed. But
the last one, though knowing that it was the body
of a lion was hell bent on showing off his talent
without bothering about the consequences.

He is the cause of all other brahmin boys
getting killed and incurs the sin of brahmahatyaa
(brahmin’s murder).”

Hearing his words, Vetaala flew back to the
tree. The king again went back to the shimshipaa
tree to bring it.

Kathopasamhara

Seeing the king, Vetala thought thus-1 am
pleased with the noble characters of this great



26

king. Therefore I will cheat that deceitful
mendicant and bestow the Siddhi (result) of this
task to this king for the good of the world’. Thus
thinking the Vetala said to the king-‘King! Though
exhausted by walking to and fro in this cremation
ground in this terrifying dark night, you look happy
only. You do not feel disturbed in any way. I am
amazed at your determination. I am pleased also by
your courage. You take this corpse and go. I will
also leave. But follow my instructions carefully.
That mendicant for whose sake you are taking this
corpse is a wicked man. Tonight he will invite me
to manifest in this corpse and will worship me. He
wants to offer you to me by killing you. He will ask
you to lie down on the ground, prostrate and salute
the deity. At that time you tell that wicked man-‘1
do not know how to salute. Please show me how to
do it’. When he prostrate on the ground and shows
you how to do it, you take your sword and chop off
his head. The emperorship of Vidyadhara desiring
for which he is doing all these efforts will then
belong to you. Otherwise this mendicant will kill
you and fulfill his desire. That is why I delayed you
all this time breaking you silence again and again.
May you succeed, go now.’

Vetala left the corpse and vanished.

The king understood by the words of Vetala,
the wicked nature of the mendicant and his evil
plan to kill him to get his desire fulfilled. Pleased
at heart by the Vetala’s timely advice, he walked
towards the fig tree ready to face the evil
mendicant.
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King Vikramasena carried the corpse on his
shoulder and went to the fig tree in the cremation
ground where the mendicant Kshaantisheela was
waiting for him on that new moon night. The
mendicant was seated inside the mandala. The
mendicant got up as soon as he saw the King. He
said-"King! You have done a great service to me
not possible for anyone else on this earth. Who can
equal you? What sort of a great task this is! What
sort of a time and place this is! It is true indeed
when they praise you as the greatest among kings!
Who else will neglect one’s own comforts and do
service to others? This is greatness of the great
men that they do not swerve from completing the
intended task even at the cost of their own lives.”
The mendicant was happy that his wish was
getting fulfilled. He got the corpse on the shoulder
of the king down on to the ground. He bathed the
corpse; garlanded it; and placed it inside the circle.
He then applied ashes all over his body; wore a
sacred thread made of hair; covered himself with
the cloth which was on the corpse.

Then by the power of meditation, the
mendicant worshipped the spirit inside the corpse
in the due manner. He offered Arghya (water) from
the skull-bowl; flower from the clean new teeth;
application of fragrant paste with blood; fragrant
smoke from human eye; flesh as food; finished the
worship and said to the King who was seated
nearby- “King! Salute this great king of Magical
hymns who has manifested in this corpse by falling
fully in the ground with all your eight limbs
touching the ground. He will give you any boon you
desire.” The King remembered the warning of
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Vetaala and said- “Bhagavan! I do not know how to
salute in that manner. You please show me how to
do it. Then I will do exactly as you said.” The
mendicant showed him the method by himself lying
on the ground, prostrate. The King immediately
chopped off his head with the sword; tore open his
chest and took out the heart and offered the head
and the heart to the Vetaala. All the dead spirits
praised him with good words. Vetaala was pleased
by the king’s action. It spoke to him through the
corpse-"King!  This mendicant wanted the
emperorship of Vidyaadharas. You will get the
same after the end of your life as a king on this
earth, ask for a boon”.

The King said-"Yogeendra! If you are pleased,
what boon will not be possible for me? Yet I ask you
this boon; I know your words will not fail. Let these
twenty four pleasant stories with questions and
answers you told me complete with the twenty-fifth
one which fulfilled the desires become famous in
the world and become praiseworthy.” Thus prayed
by the King, Vetaala said- “King! Let it be so! and
came out of the corpse and went back to its abode
through Yoga-Maayaa. Lord Shiva appeared there
along with his groups of Gods pleased by all this.
The king saluted him with devotion. Lord Shiva
said-"Well-done my child! You have killed the
deceitful ascetic who wanted to attain the
emperorship of Vidyaadharas. You and
Vikramaaditya have been created with my essence
to subdue the demons who have taken birth on
this earth as lowly beings and for controlling the
arrogant wicked men. Therefore you will keep in
control the entire earth with its islands and
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nether worlds; later become the emperor of
Vidyaadharas.

There you will enjoy the pleasures of that
world for long and renounce them by your own will
and will get absorbed in me at the end. Accept this
sword named ‘Aparaajita (unconquerable)’. With the
help of this sword you will be able to accomplish
whatever I told you. Lord Shiva gave him the sword.
The king offered him flowers of hymns. Lord Shiva
disappeared along with the Gods.

After all the work was completed, and the
night disappeared, the King entered his city in the
morning. The people of his city welcomed him with
festivities. He spent the day taking bath; charity;
worship of Shiva; music and songs.
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Shukanasopadesha Sangraha

1) Thus as the days passed on, the king
Tarapida desirous of doing the coronation ceremony
of Chandrapida as the Crown-Prince, ordered all
the chamberlains to gather together all the things
needed for the occasion. Shukanasa, (the
experienced minister of Tarapida) who was visited
by Chandrapida, whose coronation ceremony was
about to begin and who was already humble by the
influence of education, wishing to make him more
humble spoke to him elaborately, thus. ‘Dear
Chandrapida, there remains nothing to advise you,
who has know what has to be known and who has
mastered all the sastras. Still it’s natural that the
thick darkness of ignorance (Tamas) arising from
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youth cannot be dispelled either by the Sun or by
the light of a lamp. The intoxication caused due to
wealth (Laxmi) has no remedy. The blindness
caused due to prosperity, cannot be cured by the
eye-salve applied with collyrium. Hence you are
being instructed at great length.

2) Born with a silver spoon in the mouth, fresh
youth, peerless beauty and superhuman power — is
a succession of worst perils. Each one is a source
of immodesty; what then to speak collectively of
them. At the beginning of youth, the intelligence,
even though pure, being washed by expounding the
sastras, gets polluted. During the youth, by nature,
afflicted by the illusion caused due to sensual
desire, carries away a man very far away (from the
right path), by its own will, like the wind, blowing
away the dry leaf. Too much attachment to sensual
pleasures, destroys a man, like the one going
astray being mistaken of the right direction.

3) But only men like you are worthy for
instructions. Only into the pure mind, easily enter
the advices, like the rays of the moon into the
crystal stone. The advice of Guru, though pure,
causes much pain to the unfortunate person, like
the water in the ears. But for fortunate ones, the
same, enhances the beauty, like the beauty of the
face of an elephant, enhanced by the conches
decorating the ears. Teachings of a Guru, removes
all the vices like the moon dispelling darkness in
the evening. The advice of the Guru is soothing and
turns the vice of the youth into virtue like the hair
turning grey due to advancing of the age. This is
the proper time to advise you, as you have not yet
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tasted the sensual pleasures. The advice, conferred
on the heart which is unconscious due to the
poison of sensual enjoyment, slips out like water. In
vain, are the race and scholarliness, for the ill-
natured and arrogant (respectively). Doesn’t the
fire, born out of Sandal wood tree, burn ? Won’t the
fire Vadavanala (fire under the seabed) blaze more
powerfully, even by the water which otherwise is
used to put off the fire ?

4) The advice of the preceptor for men, is the
bath without water, able to wash away all the
impurities. It is the maturity without the deformity
like the grey hair and other old age symptoms. It is
the decent ear-ornament without any gold
composition. It is light excelling that of (light from)
the lamp. It is a state of wakefulness without any
anxiety. And this is more so with the kings. Few
are their advisers. Generally, people due to the
fear of the king, follow his words like an echo.
Unbridled with pride, they listen not to the advice
as if due to their ears being blocked due to
swelling. Even though (pretend) listening, like the
elephant with half closed eyes, they, insulting the
advice-bestowing-preceptors, torment them.
Delirious is the very nature of the kings along with
the blindness due to the delusion caused due to
the fever of fire of ego. Wealth results in
intoxication due to false pride and the royal fortune
creates lassitude as a result of excitement caused
due to royal pleasures.

S5) May you behold first the goddess of wealth
of noble resolve. This bee-like Laxmi, wandering in
the forest of blue lotuses surrounded by the
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circular arrays of swords, appears to have come out
from milk-ocean, bringing with her, for her
amusement of mind, during the separation of
constant intimacy, some marks like, 1) the glow
from the sprouts of the Parijata tree, 2) excessive
crookedness from the moon’s digit, 3) fickleness
from Ucchaishravas, 4) power to swoon (others) from
the Kalakuta poison, 5) a state of drunkenness from
wine and 6) hardness from the Kaustubha jewel.
There is no one so uncourteous here in the world
as this base Laxmi. Though obtained, she is
protected with great difficulty. Even though made
immovable by the cords of merits like valor, she
disappears.

She sustains not, the familiarity. She regards
not, the noble. She considers not, the form. Does
not follow the family lineage. She looks not, at the
character. She does not count on the scholarliness.
She does not hear the sacred learning. She does
not conform to the virtues. She does not respect
the sacrifice (Tyaga). She deliberates not, on the
extra-ordinary knowledge. She does not abide by
the good practices. She knows no truth. She does
not believe in virtues. Like an imaginary city (an
optical illusion) in the sky she fades even as we
look on her.

6) Thus, by her, the ill-behaved one, by fate, if
somehow the kings are favored, they become
bewildered. They turn into an abode of all types of
immodesty. Weighed down with the false pride, they
neither pay homage to gods nor worship the
Brahmins, nor honor the honorable, nor worship
those who deserve worship, nor speak to those who
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are to be spoken to, nor raise to greet their Gurus.
They laugh at the learned people as though they
have unnecessarily prevented themselves from
sensual enjoyments by efforts towards learning.
They look at the advice of the elderly persons as
though it is blabbering due to the old age induced
bewilderment/instability. They are envious of the
advice of the ministers as though it is a defeat of
their own intelligence, and in this way they
become angry towards their own well-wishers.

7) Always they congratulate him, talk about
him, take him by their side, to him they bring up,
with him they live contentedly, to him they bestow,
count him as friends, listen to him, on him they
confer, to him they regard, him they think as their
relative, who constantly day and night with folded
hands, doing nothing else, but, praises them like
divinities or proclaims their greatness.

8) For such kings, malignant preceptors expert
is sorcery are teachers and the ministers skilled in
aligning with the enemies are advisers. For such
kings, brothers who are naturally tender-hearted
and lovable are worthy to be discarded.

9) Thus, O prince!, in this crooked, countless
trouble-bound and terrible monarchial system and
in your youth, you should try to conduct yourself in
such a way that you are not be ridiculed at by the
people, not abused by the pious, not reproached by
the elders, not censured by friends, not pitied upon
by the learned, not deceived by the skilled, remain
out of the influence of the dissolute, not gulped by
the wolf-like-servants, not cheated by the cheats,
not tempted by the women, not mocked by the
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goddess of wealth Lakshmi, not made to dance by
Cupid, not intoxicated by pride, not thrown away
(from the virtuous path)by sensual pleasures, not
angered by material attachments and not bereft of
happiness.

10) Fortunately, by nature you are determined
and by your father, you are bestowed with
Samskara. Riches intoxicate the fickle minded and
thoughtless. Pleased by your virtues I became
vociferous (to say all this).

11) T tell you this again and again. This
immodest Lakshmi corrupts even the learned, the
cautious, the magnanimous, the noble, the firm-
minded and the industrious. Yet, may you enjoy the
consecration of your new prince-hood to be
performed by your father with all auspicious
commodities. Shoulder the yoke(responsibility) of
the earth that has come down to you from your
ancestors and which your forefathers have borne.
Cause to bend low the heads of your enemies.
Uplift your own relatives. After coronation,
commencing the victory march, wandering, conquer
again this earth, possessed of seven continents,
once subdued by your father. This is the time for
you to show your valor. A valorous king has his
commands fulfilled immediately like the seer of the
three worlds. Having said thus, Shukanasa stopped.

12) When Shukanasa had finished his speech,
Chandrapida, being pleased by the words of advice,
became as if bathed, woken up, cleansed, cleaned,
coroneted, anointed, decorated, purified and
glittered. (Being absorbed in himself), he stayed
there for a moment and came to his palace.
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Mahamahopadhyaya Lakshmana Suri
(1859-1928)

Mahamahopadhyaya Pandita M. Lakshmana
Suri was born in the village of Punalveli, near Sri
Villiputtur (the birth place of the great devotee-
Andal) belonging to Tirunelveli District in Tamil
Nadu. His father Muttusubba Kavi was a great
scholar and a renowned poet. Lakshmana Suri
studied wunder Subba Dikshitar of Kadayam.
Dikshitar was an eminent scholar in various
shastras and a great teacher. Lakshmana Suri
made an intensive study of Vyakarana and Vedanta
shastras and shaped into an erudite scholar. He
worked as a Sanskrit Pandit in Tanjore and other
places. He was a poor man rich in scholarship.
After retirement from service he delivered
discourses on Bhagavadgita, Bhagavata and
Vedanta sutras in many places, thus spreading the
knowledge he had acquired. Dr. Hultzsech, a
German scholar availed the deep learning of
Lakshmana Suri, when the former was the chief
epigraphist at Madras. The renowned Sanskritist
M.M. Kuppuswamy Shastry in whose name stands
the research institute at Madras was an illustrious
student of the distinguished teacher Lakshmana
Suri.
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Works : Lakshmana Suri was a prolific writer
and has several compositions to his credit. He has
written mahakavyas, laghukavyas, abridged versions
of the two national epics Ramayana and
Mahabharata, dramatic literature and
commentaries on plays besides a philosophical
treatise based on the wupanishats. His literary
output is varied, voluminous and erudite. Realising
the importance and need of prose works in simple
Sanskrit, Pandit Lakshmana Suri narrated the epics
in prose. His prose is simple and lucid, yet vigorous
and captivating at the same time. His deep
knowledge of the Sanskrit grammar is reflected in
his writings. The chaste idiom of the Sanskrit
language is fully exploited by Sri Lakshmana Suri
in his prose versions of the epics.

Bharata Sangraha : Mahabharata is a huge
work. It is titled Q]?RTIEEﬁ H’i\ﬁal, an epic of one lakh

verses. All the eighteen parvas are retold in prose
by Lakshmana Suri. The author has focused in
attention on the main story line. The merit of this
work has received both admiration and appreciation
of the Sanskrit world ever since its composition.
This work both in parts as well as the whole has
been the coveted text book in many universities for
graduate and post-graduate courses in the country.
Lakshmana Suri’s prose works have filled the big
deficiency of good prose in Sanskrit literature.
Bharata Sangraha has played a vital role in
propagating the epic literature in the Sanskrit
world.

Mahabharatam : The two great epics the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata are recast in
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different modes from time to time both in Sanskrit
and other Indian languages. They have percolated
into the cultural and literary life of the people of
the Indian subcontinent. As Oldenburg rightly said-
In the Mahabharata breath the united soul of India
and the individual souls of her people’. Short
episodes are picked to elaborate them into lengthy
mahakavyas. Bharavi’s Kiratarjuniyam, Magha’s
Shishupalavadham, SriHarsha’s Naishadhiyam are
some of the examples. Powerful plays with
passionate appeal involving important characters
surrounding significant situations of the epic are in
plenty. Urubhanga of Bhasa. Mukutataditaka of
Bana Bhatta illustrate the point. Mahabharata is an
immortal work. The appeal of the gigantic epic is
unfading. Ananta Bhatta wrote an abridged version
of the great epic in the Champu style which is
known as Champubharatam. He concentrated on
the core-story of the cousins, Pandavas and

Kauravas.
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Vanaparva

Thus proceeding, they (the Pandavas) sent
back with kind words the citizens who were
following them and spent the night on the bank of
the Ganges with brahmins and servants including
Indrasena. The next day, after finishing the rituals
of the day, the king said to the brahmins, “O best
of brahmins, I like to get into your company after
crossing the river of vow.” “O king, the ocean of
virtues, O descendant of Puru, brahmins attracted
by generosity do not forsake a generous man
though (he is) puffed up with pride. Bees attracted
by the smell of ichor do not forsake the elephant
though it is a rogue. Shall we, then, forsake you?
Leading the life of a vanaprastha we propose to
lighten your sorrows in the forest.” Thus told by
the brahmins the king addressed his priest,
“Venerable sirs, thus these Brahmins force me.
Indeed it is improper that in my presence their
livelihood should be upon their own labour. Nor do
I like to trouble my brothers at present. Therefore,
please think some means of support for them.” Then
the king propitiating the Sun-god by a mantra given
to him by his purohita got a copper vessel from the
Sun-god. Food cooked in that vessel, though
limited, remained unexhausted till Draupadi
finished her meal. The king satisfying the Brahmins
with the help of that vessel, continued to be ‘the
lord of gift’ inspite of his stay in the forest. Later,
moving to the Kamyaka forest they lived there,
after Kimmira, the brother of Baksasura was
dispatched by Bhima to the place of his brother, as
the demon obstructed their path.
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Vidura being dismissed by Dhritarashtra who
got angry on account of Vidura’s praising the
Pandavas and condemning the Kauravas,
approached Yudhishthira and was invited again by
Dhritarashtra himself. Duryodhana thinking that
Vidura was attempting at mediation, got himself
ready for attacking the Pandavas in the forest even
before the mediation fructified, but, prevented by
Vyasa, he kept quiet. Then at the bidding of Vyasa,
Maitreya (a sage) counselled Duryodhana, ‘that
enmity among brothers was not good, but departed,
prououncing the curse “Bhima will break your
thigh”, on the wretched Duryodhana who was
striking his thigh, ignoring the words of Maitreya.

Then, Lord Krishna, who came to see the
Pandavas in the forest got wild at the condition of
theirs and rose up saying : “It was not possible for
me to go over then to Hastinapura as I was then
seriously engaged in the destruction of Salva. But
now [ shall kill the Kauravas”. Pacified by Arjuna
with the words “You can do every thing in the
fourteenth year,” Krishna took his sister (Subhadra)
and her son (Abhimanyu) and reached Dwaraka.
Likewise Dhrishtadyumna and others vowing to kill
Drona and others, went to their respective places
with their nephews Prativindhya and others.

Yudhishthira, while he was in Dvaita forest,
was once addressed by Draupadi in privacy :

“O lord! I think your inborn valour too had
been staked in the assembly of the Kauravas.
Otherwise how is it that the common saying
‘extreme wrong makes even a weakling turn
valorous’ has become untrue in you, a great



80

Kashatriya? Forbearance shown towards most
villainous persons is incompatible”.

“O good lady! the world is governed by fate and
is not free to act. Patience and impatience belong
to the independent. A person without tolerance is
an animal - not a man. Forbearance is an
ornament of the mighty and a protection to the
weak. O dear! therefore await favourable fate”
while Yudhishtira consoled Draupadi thus, Bhima
spoke to him :

“O noble one! how shall we be able to lead the
life incognito in the thirteenth year? The sun
cannot be screened by the palm of a man. Then,
again our stay in the forest will be life-long. One
should treat the other in the same way, as the
other has treated him, is an accepted rule. In
some cases even months are reckoned as a
substitute for years. Now thirteen months have
elapsed. Quote that analogy now here. Declare the
vow as completed. Command us to throw into
disorder the tresses of the women of our enemies
and to fasten the flowing hair of this pitiable
woman, Draupadi”. As the king remained dejected
at the though of the invincibility of the great
warriors like Bhishma and others, there came the
venerable sage Vyasa and gave Yudhisthira the
mantra known as Pratismriti and asked him to
send Arjuna for securing the divine weapons with
the help of that mantra.

Thus commanded by his brother, Arjuna went
without resting, on account of the strength of the
mantra and encouraged by Indra who came on the
way in the guise of a Brahmin, performed penance
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on the Himalayas to secure the grace of Lord Shiva.
When Arjuna, who subsisted gradually on water
and air, stood like a great sage with steady
concentration, smoke emanated from his head as if
due to the blazing of the Lord that lived in his
heart, and the smoke heated the entire world.
Arjuna, who had his penance disturbed by a demon
Muka by name, who appeared in the form of a
boar, fixed an arrow to hit the bow. Just then there
appeared a stranger in the form of a hunter,
surrounded by a host of women, declaring in a bold
voice, “Don’t hit, this which has been already aimed
at by me”. The demon who was pierced on two
sides simultaneously by two arrows (one)
discharged by the stranger and (another) by Arjuna
who ignored the hunter, died crushed, like a grain
in the grindstone.

Then, Arjuna who had the fight developed with
the hunter hit-him with all his missiles and his
weapons exhausted, he struck the hunter on his
head with his bow-stick. Being defeated in the duel
by the hunter who seized even the bow, Arjuna
invoked the presence of Parameshvara in an
earthen image (of the Lord) and desiring victory
worshipped it with devotion. Seeing on the head of
the hunter the flower strewn by him on the image,
Arjuna concluded that it was Parameshvara who
came in the guise of a hunter and falling at his
feet several times he praised him. The Lord too
appeared in his true form and said. “Dear Arjuna,
I am pleased. Take this Pashupatastra. This should
not be used against men except in great difficulty.”
He gave the weapon on this condition and returned
all the other weapons (seized before) and himself
disappeared.



82

“Dear son, I shall give you all weapons when
you go over to my world”, thus telling Arjuna who
received the astras from lords of the three quarters
who had emerged then from their respective
regions, Indra, along with them, disappeared.

Arjuna having reached heaven by the celestial
car which came just then, got all the astras from
his father and grasped completely the Gandharva
Vidya (music and dance) from Chitrasena, the king
of gandharvas. Once Urvashi told Arjuna in privacy
: “O prince, your eyes fell only upon me though
there were several other celestial damsels dancing.
Understand I am also in love with you and have
been sent here by your father who knew your
mind.” “You have been looked at by me with the
respect due to the paternal great-grandmother,
since you were the wife of Pururavas, one of the
ancestors of our family. How is it you have a
passion for your great-grandson? Abandon, abandon
this unworthy desire.” Thus rebuked by Arjuna
Urvashi cursed him in anger, “Turning a eunuch
you shall be a dancer.” But Indra fixed that the
curse will have its use in the coming incognito life
and it would end with the end of that life.

“Sir, what will you say if invited by then for
dice in the fourteenth year? The same policy will
be repeated then. This is not unknown to our
enemies. Thus we are plunged for life in the ocean
of miseries.” Bhima thus saying, king Yudhishthira
realized its inevitability and sighed. Just then the
sage Brihadashva addressed : “Hear, O! emperor,
there was in the country of Nishadha, a king, Nala
by name, whom people called ‘a man of sacred
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fame’. Though ignorant of dice, he was induced to
play with dice by Kali who wanted to give trouble to
his wife Damayanti. Being defeated by Pushkara in
the game of dice, he abandoned in the forest his
wife, half-clad and entirely dependent on him.
While wandering he obtained from the royal sage
Rituparna the secret of dice in exchange for the
‘secret of horse’, and shaking off Kali, joined his
wife and children and reigned in his kingdom as
before. A man who knows the secret of dice shall
never be defeated in gambling. Likewise you will
defeat your enemies and get your father’s share”.
Having spoken thus he gave out the secret of dice
to Yudhishthira.

Now, a sage named Lomasha who was sent by
Indra, came and consoled Yudhishthira by
conveying the welfare of Arjuna and induced him
to go on a pilgrimage with his retinue and
describing the greatness of things in several places
he spoke thus :

“This is the place where the sage Agastya who
married Lopamudra, who drank the ocean, who
pushed down Nahusha from heaven, and who
digested Vatapi, had performed penance. This is the
hermitage of Rishyashringa, the son of Vibhandaka,
the son-in-law of Lomapada and the destroyer of the
drought in the Anga country. In the mountain there
is the cottage of Parashurama who destroyed
twenty one times the sprouts of the Kashatriyas”.
Thus pointing out he reached Prabhasa-tirtha
where Yudhishthira was consoled by Krishna and
others. Then leading him to other places Lomasha
said.
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“This is the land of success of the sage
Chyavana, the scion of Bhrigu, the husband of
Sukanya, the paralyser of the hand of Indra and
the person who made Ashvins the partakers of
Soma. This is the river Vipasha (remover of ropes)
since it removed the ropes of Vasishta who, having
bound himself, fell into it, owing to his grief for his
sons. This is the place of Shibi who was tested by
Indra and Agni that came in the form of vulture
and a dove. This is the river Samanga (since it
made straight the limbs) that rendered straight the
body of Ashtavakra who took his bath in it, after
vanquishing in argument Vandin, came with all his
servants. This is the place where by the grace of
God, Yavakrita who was destroyed on account of his
offence to Raibhya was once again brought to life”.
Thus showing the different places, Lomasha took
Yudhishthira to the country of Subahu, the Lord of
Kulinda. Leaving there Indrasena and others and
with a limited retinue the king went to the
Gandhamadana mountain. The king thought of
Ghatotkacha for carrying Draupadi who was unable
to climb the mountain. Ghatotkacha the vanquisher
of his father, carried all including himself, he
reached Badarikashrama.

There (at Badarikashrama) Draupadi desired
to have a flower similar to the Saugandhika-lotus
which was brought by the wind. As Bhima (the son
of wind) desirous of fulfilling her wishes, went in
the north-east direction along the way indicated by
the flower itself, he had his path obstructed by a
prodigious monkey lying on the path. When Bhima
realized his inability to move it, he thought that the
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monkey is not an ordinary one and saluting it he
asked who it was.

The monkey told his story : “Dear Bhima,
know me to be Hanuman, your brother and the
devoted servant of Rama. Owning to my desire to
see you, I stay here. Dear lad, I shall render all
help in the coming war, seated myself on the
chariot of your younger brother”. Having said this,
Hanuman showed his huge form to Bhima at his
request and disappeared, Bhima contemplating in
his mind the big form of his brother entered the
lotus pond, killed the demon-guards who rose to
attack him, and gathered the flowers freely. Kubera
too permitted Bhima taking the flowers.
Yudhishthira apprehending danger, came to the
pond and being much worried at the action of his
brother and advising him, returned with him to
Badarikashrama. In the Ashrama there was a
demon, Jatasura by name, in the guise of a
brahmin and he lived there being honoured by
Yudhishthira. Once in the absence of Bhima he
carried all of them away and was pounded like
powder by Bhima who, by chance, met him on the
way. Then on the slopes of the Gandhamandana
they reached the ashrama of Arshtishena and
being treated very kindly by him, they spent some
time there.

Once Draupadi’s mind was attracted by five-
cloured flowers strewn on the ground by the wind
of the wings of Garuda who flew up from a big lake.
With a view to pleasing her, Bhima climbed the top
of the mountain, culled the flowers and killed many
demons along with their chief Maniman who
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caused obstruction to Bhima. Yudhishthira, who
apprehended some danger on account of the noise
of the fight, came with all his people and feeling
much irritated advised him thus : “O dear, why
should it be repeated many times? If you desire my
pleasure don’t be a rash person.” Kubera who came
there told those who saluted him in fear, “O son of
Pandu, my friend, this Maniman was cursed along
with his retinue by Agastya who got angry at
Maniman’s spitting (on the sage’s head). Therefore,
he was disregarded by me when he was killed by
your brother. Arjuna will be here soon. Till then
you can live here happily.” Saying these words he
went away.

Arjuna who obtained several divine weapons
remained like the summer sun with his valour
unassailable. By means of a chariot that had
thousand horses he descended, after five years, in
the presence of his brothers. Like the sun, he
dispelled the deep darkness that was rooted firmly
in the eyes of his brothers, on account of his long
separation. Like the moon, he removed the heat
caused by anxiety. Arjuna,with respect, sent back
Matali and narrated to his brothers his story,
beginning from his journey and ending with the
conversation with Urvashi. He added further. “After
I had received the astras, Indra got ready all
weapons and accessories of war for me and sent
me for destroying the demons, Nivatakavachas.
Saying Yes’, | went with Matali, and returned after
killing all of them. On my way I came to know of
certain demons Kalakeyas and Paulomas who were
the inhabitants of the Hiranyapura that moved at
will, and by means of the pashupatastra I
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destroyed them who were invincible by gods. The
lord of heaven who was much pleased at this made
the war-weapons mine and himself placing this
crown on my head dismissed me telling. “Dear son
Kiritin, (O crowned one) dispel the miseries of your
people.” The next day when Indra himself came,
consoled them and returned, Narada appeared
before them and prevented Arjuna who was trying
to exhibit to his brothers the divine weapons. He
said, “They will see your weapons at the time of
war. They will agitate the world if aimed at
unworthy objects.

On the eleventh year, when they were living
somewhere in the Himalayas, Bhima who was once
caught by a big python lost his strength
instantaneously and felt sad. Being interrogated
by Bhima, and python said, “I am the royal sage
Nahusha and have been brought to this condition
by Agastya. This curse will have its limit till I see
a man who answers my questions”. Yudhishthira
who had come then released his brother from his
danger, and the python from its curse, by giving the
answers to its questions.

In the twelfth year, they moved to the
Kamyaka forest and in the presence of Krishna
they felt happy as they listened to the various
stories narrated by Markandeya.

“It is very difficult for women like us to
fascinate (to win over) a husband. By what
medicine have you been very dear to your five
husbands? Tell us.” Thus being addressed by
Satyabhama in privacy, Draupadi said to her
“Dear Satyabhama, mean conduct towards their
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husbands is the work of wicked women. Don’t
consider me so. Indeed my husbands are pleased
with my selfless service. Since compliance in all
conditions is the means of attraction, not medicine.
A husband dreads such a woman (who employees
medicine for winning the love of the husband) as
he dreads a snake. Being Krishna’s wife you should
cast away this unworthy thought”. Krishna reached
Dvaraka with Satyabhama who was advised thus.

King Yudhishthira who had dedicated himself
to the performance of a sacrifice to be completed in
a day, released with the help of his brothers,
Duryodhana who had come to the forest under the
pretext of his visit to the colony of cowherds and
who was seized by the gandharvas. Duryodhana,
being released, stayed somewhere in the forest and
Karna the king of Anga, who had fled the
battlefield earlier, praised him (Duryodhana) saying
: “Fortunately our emperor, the lord of the Kurus
shines spreading the glory of his victory even to
heaven”. But Duryodhana sighed hot and deep and
said, “Dear friend, you were not present then; that
is why you say so. Hear me. What we thought had
come out otherwise. Perverse is the fruition of fate.
Look, with all my efforts I could not attack the
gandharvas; nor could I release myself; And like a
bad disputant I have sustained defeats. Later,
seeing all the princes of our family bound by a
single piece of cloth along with their wives and led
by the gandharvas, I felt very much that all my bad
deeds had borne fruits. I was gazed at timidly by
your friend (Bhanumati, Duryodhana’s wife) who
was ignorant of sorrow till now and I stood helpless
like an animal tied to the sacrificial post. Just then
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the gandharvas were prevented from their upward
movement by the showers of arrows that came
along with the heroic declaration “Leave them,
leave them, (the Kauravas). Who has the capacity
to insult the Kauravas while Yudhishthira, the king,
is the protector of the kingdom”.

Being followed by Bhima with mace in hand
who moved majestically like a lion, there arrived
Arjuna appearing like the incarnation of heroism.
Then in a hurry, Chitrasena the king of the
gandharvas dragging me like a thief and
approaching Arjuna said : “O friend! the crowned
one, owing to your father’s (Indra’s) bidding-that this
wicked man Duryodhana who always hates the
Pandavas is to be beheaded-we punish him. But it
is ordered by you differently. What shall we do
when there is a contradiction between the words of
father and son?” “But we are the servants of
Yudhishthira. He alone is the authority either to
punish or to favour him. So we shall take him
there”. Being told thus by Arjuna, Chitrasena said
‘ves’ and taking all of us to Yudhishthira who was
attending to the sacrifice with his wife, declared
loudly, “O emperor, this vile Duryodhana, himself
happy, desiring to rejoice at seeing you placed in an
unpleasant situation, and to trouble you has come
here with his wife and servants. Being commanded
by Indra who knew his mind we arrested him. You
are the final authority in regard to what should be
done now.” The high-minded Yudhishthira spoke to
him, ‘Venerable Sirs, (you are worthy of our
veneration). Hence I request you. He is my brother.
Therefore, having consideration for me, this fault of
his should be pardoned. You should also act in such
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a way that the esteemed king of gods also becomes
pleased.” Thus permitting the Gandharvas (to
depart) Yudhishthira himself untied (the knot) and
sent me away saying : “Dear Duryodhana,
hereafter please do not insult those who are worthy
of honour.” Of what use is this wretched life for me
released by my own enemy and insulted in the
presence of women? Dear prince Dushsasana, go to
the city with servants and bear the responsibility of
the kingdom. I will die by resorting to starving.”
Uttering these words Duryodhana lay on the
ground.

“O king, by all means a king must be served
by his subjects. Wherein comes the insult to you if
the Pandava have served you (as they are only your
subjects)?”

Thus Karna justified the action. Shakuni
advised : “Rule the kingdom, being united with the
kind and valourous Pandavas.” Dushsasana
entreated him saying : “Sir, protect us and our
blind parents.” Despite these words of his friends,
Duryodhana, not giving up his unworthy
persistence, was taken at night by demons to the
patala and being encouraged by them saying, “We
shall render all help to you in the battle. Surely
you will vanquish your foes. Do not be dejected
unnecessarily”, he returned to the city with his
retinue.

“This Karna is a braggart and good only at
eating. Otherwise how is it that he forsook, in the
thick of battle, the Kauravas who depended on him
for success, and went away?” Thus rebuked by
Bhishma, Karna, alone in his chariot, conquered
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all the directions and with the riches he brought
with him, made Duryodhna perform the Vaishnava
sacrifice. At the time of the sacrificial bath, Karna
vowed : “I shall kill in the battle the eldest brother,
Yudhishthira, and make you perform the Rajasuya
sacrifice.” The Pandavas too became apprehensive
on account of Karna’s valour and his invulnerable
armour.

Once, the sage Durvasa, pleased with the
services of Duryodhana and wishing to please him
in turn, came in an inopportune moment to
Yudhishthira, seeking hospitality. When the sage
went along with his ten thousand disciples for
ablutions, Draupadi, being afraid of that irate sage
as she could not find any means to feed them,
since all food in the Akshaya-vessel had been
exhausted after Draupadi’s meal, thought of
Krishna who was the refuge of the distressed.
Krishna appearing at the same moment said to
Draupadi : “I am extremely hungry; so without
delay give me something.” Finding her ashamed,
he said, “Friend, this is not the time for jest. Bring
that vessel, I shall examine.” Compelling her to
bring the vessel and finding a grain of rice cooked
that had got stuck to the neck of it, he took it and
ate it saying, “May the Lord, Janardhana who has
the entire universe as his form he pleased with it.”
At the same moment, the sage Durvasa had his
hunger satisfied and remembering Ambarisha, he
felt that he was guilty in as much as he had
caused unnecessary cooking, and being afraid of
the Pandavas went away with his disciples without
even informing the Pandavas.
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Then, once Jayadratha, the king of Sind and
the husband of Dusshala saw Draupadi, his
brother-in-law’s wife when she was alone and while
he attempted to carry her away from the ashrama,
Bhima, with the help of Arjuna, made him have five
tufts on his head and he was released by the
compassionate Yudhishthira. Propitiating
Parameshvara he got a boon from him to vanquish
once (in the battle) the Pandavas, excepting Arjuna.
Later, Markandeya said to king Yudhishthira who
was said owing to the abduction of his wife
“Known to us is the story of Rama, the scion of the
Ikshavaku, who at the bidding of his father lived in
the Dandaka forest, having for his help only his
brother. Searching for his wife who was abducted by
the demon in a lonely forest, and with monkey
hordes as followers, he with great efforts, at the
end of a year, recovered her from the other side of
the ocean. But you have redeemed your wife in a
short time and within a short distance of two
miles. The bold will never lose their courage in
adversity. Away with your grief.” Pacified thus,
Yudhishthira spoke again : “O sage! indeed is she
a raft to us who are plunged in the great ocean of
sorrows. Where will be such a woman who is really
a prop to her husband? Therefore her grief makes
me grieve”.

The sage replied consolingly : “Surely this is
natural to chaste women. Besides, have you not
heard of Savitri? She served wunfailingly in the
forest her husband Satyavan and the blind parents-
in-law. Knowing that her husband’s life was of short
duration, she with a view to increasing it, observed
a certain austerity. And, when the day of death
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arrived, she followed her husband who proceeded
to the forest for collecting fruits, and obtained from
the God of death who was pleased with her
austerity, several boons-long life for her husband,
many sons to herself and to her mother, the sight
and the kingdom to her parents-in-law. Thus,
Savitri elevating both the families became worthy of
honour here.”

Once the hospitable Karna was approached by
a certain Brahmin at the hour of hospitality and
was asked to give away his native armour and ear-
rings. But Karna remembering the words of the
Sun in his dream spoke to him : “Revered Indra, I
know you. If you have come to beg for helping your
son Arjuna, then, you can take what you want, in
exchange for your javelin.” Accepting the suggestion
Indra received them and said :

“There shall be no ugliness on your person
though you have cut off your native armour and ear-
rings. This javelin of mine will destroy a single foe
of yours when you find yourself in great danger,
and will return to me. But if will kill you if
employed on ordinary occasions.” Giving that
assurance he disappeared. Because he cut off his
armour and ear-rings, he became well-known by
the name Karna.

Once the Pandavas chased a deer which
carried off on its horn the fire-stick of an Ahitagni
and ran away. Being affected by thirst, four of the
brothers drank the water of a pond and fell down
lifeless. King Yudhishthira who too wanted to follow
his brothers (in death) was prevented by his father
who was in the form of a Yaksha and answered all
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the questions of the Yaksha. Therefore, when the
boon to revive one of his brothers was given.
Yudhishthira, desirous of removing the state of
Madri being left without a son, asked a long life for
Nakula. The god of death who was pleased with his
fair-mindedness revived all the four brothers,
returned the fire-stick and also granted the boon
that they would not be discovered by their foes in
the coming thirteenth year and disappeared. But
the Pandavas, as the life incognito was to
commence on the next day, permitted their
followers to go to the places they desired and took
counsel with the priest Dhaumya and Draupadi in
a secluded spot.

|| Thus ends Vanaparva | |
INTIT - €338 / Notes

BATOTTB/I), BDIF BOTTOTT FPTB-TWOTRT SIS
TRCIR0 BRIODFF) RQTYODE BRIICIATFO, G I00HT
IR RT WISRT DARBREFTTONYD TROTRT DN AR
CINHHC FRATLRT 2T T CIRTNORD SRTTWLY 20T
20T 0e80NY TFP0BE TINYPe SRRBNGH. ¥ E IR
TR, WONT DIt 2308 TWR)T BROTTRNYOTLR
TROT/RTT), WOWBLD BJONT, BT oW, FRJR 2.0
RROZT, TP BNHJTID, RRVR BT O3RCFFII
TOTON OTI ARCTTTRHBTOE  FRIOR BRITWRITI.
CIMRATD BRITY SIZH, Ke0TOZ DYBIR, TYHEROT/I.
TPROOD), BSBRTLD LB T ZGN STLOOND. IR,
mésé& FOTONOR 0333@&%653 W TOSVTED u%%océ&
SR 20T TITDY, TOTLROWD. TRITY ARSI BITW
TRE TIDOBTIR, WO BRE SIEPICOVI TV TRTLEFOTD
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SETIVE TN, VOCTOHOZ JRICH WVTOTI[E BEIT NOTS
CIVDYTZ SN ARCSD. FPTHT Wy3moRg 3eSBenITIY.
RN TRLED DINOTITHITY  WPINTINT TV, DTITIV
WATIORTING . NOTTIYUE TOOWBL TPTOONTHH
RN BHTWD. TooWOIRT BOSONTY, DWTT SFONTY
0y, Teaeafd:-gom,  FATTHRITaEE-m08smE0m, S5
mm@m%’:@ef%d Qe0IBIIT; AR TIRTS NI WOTZTWI
TV, QWD TOWOTTRONT YOTITW), LERBRTY, I,
O3RTOTTR DTV WOBT  TWOTTTHROOR FRNTTY
DOBIRNITL. WWFID QOTERETF, TRENTYN AOT
3080 TR AT T[T, IROTI.

AT -r 3, DHEROSIY 35 TET BIOD,
rrERe Lert Beomad. THI H FlAvit qToft uiae T
| o ey FeFEmita | foag: || afere=iia syzos.

gfa (in the battle) fEuR: - (firm;) ﬂfﬂ'l%t, the

case ending of the first word in the compound has

not been dropped; an instance of aluk samasa ¥

changes into ¥ according to Panini W%TWT feR: |
§UA FEAd 3fd GATEA: - hard to fight.

Salva : As Krishna had killed Shishupala, a
friend of Salva, he wanted to wreak vengeance
upon Krishna and attacked the city of Dvaraka in
the absence of Krishna. But the city was defended
by Ugrasena and others and so Salva retreated.
When Krishna came to know of the attack, he
collected a powerful army, attacked Salva in his
city of Saubha and destroyed him.
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AR ST qAE: - |
fff (aﬁwﬂﬁ) ET‘ﬁ TG dq s‘;\IdH\-A place or a lake

where the effect of grief and ignorance is absent.

A ud o, qdHq EFFFW[-The place was marked by a
big lake also.

W-(QT@'UT) I T:{Pd ATadrI-A person who,

with the intention of doing harm, approaches
another, with lifted weapons.

AT TRegda g EATIRT |
SRR o Wed eadiad: ||
URTAUH - Chief means W TAH |
g: (@) T | agHl |
| (qg:) gH: Te 9 dgAl |

The word 9" at the end of a Bahuvrihi
compound changes into ETIItT'[ Vide Panini Wfﬂ'&ﬁ{

N

When Dusshasana dragged Draupadi by the
hair to the Kaurava-assembly, she had her tress
loosened and she kept it untied until Bhima
fastened it, smearing the blood of Duryodhana.

Bhima means to say that he would kill all the
enemies and make their wives widows, and
therefore, he would be an instrument in making
the tresses of those women dishevelled, as widows
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were not combing and decorating their hair. He
adds further, that he would rearrange Draupadi’s
unbraided hair with hands stained with
Duryodhana’s blood.

But in the Mahabharata, it seems, there is no
reference to this particular act of Bhima, viz., tying
up the hair of Draupadi with the blood stained
hand. Of course, Bhima made the following three
vows (1) that he would break the thigh of
Duryodhana, (2) that he would kill all the sons of
Dhritarashtra (3) and that he would drink the
blood from the chest of Dusshasana.

Q'PCR:'{PCT is a mantra. The person who repeats it
will be free from fatigue.

TETRMAT: 38 -TEIRT: |

%"T‘Eﬁﬁ is one who remains like wood,
unmindful of the sun and rain and other weather

conditions. <hl&dq fera: g‘&l: E!?I'B'ﬂ'&[: |

%QTT@%HTI Lord Siva. It is believed that severe

austerity would give rise to smoke. But a cause is
fancied here. As Shiva, whose form is also fire,
lived in Arjuna’s heart, the smoke emanated from

him. The word ?QT@iﬁTi-is used to suggest this idea.

Y{gd-a grindstone.
ggafa: qadT FEATq TI9d, 9q STEH-The astra

which has Parameshvara as its presiding deity.

aam%amﬁ%{ﬁw:—me three dik-palakas came
from their respective regions. Yama came from the
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south, Varuna from the west and Kubera from the
north.

Urvashi’s curse: 9@ TU=Tw=TdT @9 = AR |

TEATA @ AT e eneeeveiennen,

TR @ Ader: 1 WWEd AEatid: |
s = fomra: wvgaq fosfesafa ||

As Indra was superior to Urvasi in rank, he
modified the curse pronounced by her.

Indra’s words :

g 9 qOadl ATEs 9 A |
q =1y Jsddq ama angess wfasafa |

AT qEqA: Walg: ST |

Bhima says that if Duryodhana invites
Yudhishthira again for the dice-play, he could not
reject it since he had taken the vow not to refuse

any invitation (31|§§5_‘i| T fadafufa & WT%?‘FF[) And

this weakness of Yudhishthira is known to
Duryodhana and in the game, naturally Yudhishtira
would lose everything as he was not good at dice.

gelleh: fame. Vide Amara 99 IS o Ielleh: -

E[U?:{Z Ileh: Y 9: JUYReflch-one whose fame is

holy; the utterance of whose name is holy; here
Nala.
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Cf.

qUISAATeR] el IS quaseiel Jiefe: |

qUISArR] 9 doel quavdll SHmed: ||

When Indra killed the demon Vritrasura, his
followers, named Kaleyas, wishing to avenge the
death of their master, troubled the gods during the
night and hid themselves in the waters of the
ocean during the day.

Agastya who was requested by the gods to lay
bare the demons drank up the ocean and exposed
them all, and helped the gods to destroy them.

That is why Agastya is called To=el: omam |
AdUS: drought;, the rainless condition.

ST M A F: ASTAMA: Yudhishthira as he
did not consider anyone as his enemy.

Cf.

T S aeaEERsTaT: |
rfeat-twin gods known by this name.

YT ALET: FAAT Gl SAeaAr |

T dg:, Tgdg: the wind,; Fil‘liraaﬂ:[—a superior
kind of lotus flower. SU¥AT e & ﬂ‘li*‘a; qcd-
F“‘Iiraa'ﬂ:[ |

sa-fa@a-Perf. (f92) of T with 31d-to collect.

o o o o o
MR e = | el -Pres.

dNMRTT-one who lives upon snakes. Garuda.
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gﬁ aﬁfﬁillé ﬂqfi-horses, 'FI—E'H %[\?Tf J&g 9.
H‘é(ﬂgﬁi-ﬁ‘éd here means only many, not one
thousand.

G F9: UAH; GAHUT GHh HAcHRIALTHRH
Arjuna stayed in heaven for five years and learnt
the astras from Indra.

Fﬁm—Waving lights before the deity, as an
act of adoration.

ez yoia PReAwsfy.... AeREERS: |

Karna thought that Duryodhana had defeated
the gandharva-chief, a resident of heaven and
therefore, his victory would be known in heaven
also when the gandharva went to heaven.

Victorious persons are received even by the
defeated with niranjana and other forms of
adorations. Hence it is suggested that
Duryodhana’s victory would be recognized and
celebrated even in heaven by the gandharvas.

Afer = -a thief.
foie: s amdifa W—Arjuna was so called

because he was honoured by Indra by placing a
crown on his head.

AEGYT:-the bath taken at the end of a
sacrifice, which marks the end of it.

S8 giafR........ SR ST |

When Karna brought wealth from all directions,
Duryodhana desired to perform the Rajasuya
sacrifice. But Duryodhana’s friends told him that he
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could not perform the Rajasuya so long as he had
a senior brother, Yudhishthira, and as the sacrifice
should be performed only by an unchallenged senior
king. Therefore, Karna promised that he would kill
Yudhishthira and thus enable Duryodhana to
perform the sacrifice.

IRAE -services. ARaT: FU-IRAET |
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TI: S:
AAITRAT - STITER SRR

qifeent
Tegaartec fafvre, foega urimmfy foma | sen

YT FARIRREET: TSI ARl g forfaar:
foRTo | S5 Tormmer smfAe: saTeed TR TS
facefaammg f Fd formmr = add | 3@ aRaTSTn
AR Tl | AT SERAATSTEGdH ST
FAfCanEd TaHd SRWTIETCEAN SEhawTsal sfed
IUAYIT U | AT FAGEdta: warg st A forgar
Hafd | AR e, a1 R SaqemesdTg
9T TR TATARAT: Aied | WRAS TTCIRIRATEIR: q2d
fagumms: SfY sFeTATE AT SR STE |
R ket sacaTteas sEmn fFedFref weE o
FAT 3 wigar fo=a |

faygen e gdeam formmE deum

TARIGY AT e FEAAT | ST ST €O
SRUTTGTA, WRAHahREd ISAaAET: daedl S, gamfd

LT &ae g o Alfecawra frfadadt |
ST HETAIET Sherewal fejfaa® w3y sgnw’
TR TR BfemT: sereRlt:” i AT g formra
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1. AR ETE HETAAT S FATIE FEGaed]
AT TET | ST AEpduTSET Ay, Sfawsd SR,
MHATAERA’, A qOINEA 9, SAaeriaaehd
I TSI AT, THEEE - 3Ted: uian: |t |
TEFAVRATGRT TR TEATUE YT AT ehT]
LT Tedl @ U Afed | ehaeareRAi fFerfera
TN, ANRAT  ®AS  HWEIWRM X1 Helaarad

FEFATIANTET AR SASHA TEhd TFIF TTSIIcal ST

(a1 | SFraEETiecd STRTSHIT:  STATGHTI G URERR. WTHT
TR SR’ AHEIRIT 3T HAT TIhAT qdd |
AATHRTT:  gAA-UREEEEEid BT sEa:
FRRae: |

* * %

FrAAGUE ISTFHART TRl fadl s9adt |
sRoTT fowdr qEm wedt Wit | swgent smewenta
TEIEAI Agfy g *qH I=el q@m | qEq
qufaevd: Ieats: dfqegmarf st smHE
sferer s foasrar gafa &1 |

FIHAATRI HFT ad AT T5eR Teead |
g TR A o 9 fafifd smq | At oA
TR SR 3aed - TOGAIR | [A: TR WAL
T FAMY 9 W@ | FAHEAT aRd =q 79 R
FRUGH AR wadt | dgd o we: e 3fa |
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IEd: 9 I5er: ok vl agaw s | d
TR 5T IGART (a1 &8 | SE0 A1 T F%eR S0
gedaT Gl ¥ dROMT GRIEK AT | F §R gl 'WeR
T 7 geRA 30 AT |1 ER HUSIq SO wefa e
ool STRTEehadT 387 3fd Iefedl dROMd aT | 9@l I5eR
TElEl 9 FY: JUMEE G TR AT, aa
FAMAG W ER: SPE: T AWED | AREAW TF AT A
I AU | JEdT §: FAGeR: YAl A AR |
T s gl wisft gfewe 9 s | serd Aew
S |T-1, e 'Rl WR:, WR: 3fa SE sheeAd
I |

afe: WO Fa: EFAS: FlC HTE<: AT |
T T &I~ MR seel wisf Ta: 39 swmeEa’
STl | ASHET: TR Sfe: semEd |

AW R FAEA HUH: HiAd wE Faq A |
qTad: ANT=sd: JISIHSH 35T Huis ad: geid: |
@ wg =R o s fafa aewer § - g
TGER:? ¢fe | Al ¥q Wad: @R SRS 2T
saa |

qq | Hfvw: - @ Sger:? 9 fEafy |
ST 3fd sEed |
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Samskrita Gadya Kavya
Sanskrit Prose Romance

‘Y1E: Yga~dl TI?I'F[’ -Sanskrit rhetoricians have

classified Gadya Kavya as a major branch of
literature. But there is a great paucity of prose in
Sanskrit in the classical age. However, prose seems
to have been more freely handled in the earlier
ages. In the Vedic literature, several passages in
the Brahmanas and the Upanishads and a vast
portion of the Yajurveda are in prose. There are
sometimes whole narratives in prose interspersed
here and there in the Puranas. In the succeeding
ages, prose was used as the medium of
commentary on works of philosophy and grammar.
The Mahabhashya of Patanjali is written in prose
Shankara, Ramanuja and Madhva have written
commentaries on the Vedanta sutras of Badarayana
in prose. Even in recent ages, the commentators
have written their gloss on the standard works in
prose form. The earliest works in prose, written
purely with a literary purpose belong to the 6™ and
the 7% centuries A.D. The highly developed form of
the works indicate that Gadya Kavyas ought to
have been long before in vogue and must have
grown to its present form after many centuries of
development.

Patanjali of the 27 Century B.C. has
composed the Mahabhasya which is itself a very
brilliant specimen of Sanskrit prose. He mentions
Vasavadatta, Sumanottara and Bhaimirathi as
example of Akhyayikas although the names of their
authors are not mentioned. Bana in his
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Harshacharitha, refers to Akhyayikas in general
and to Bhattara Harichandra in particular.
Dhanapala in his Tilakumanjari refers to
Charumathi of Vararuchi and Tarangavati of
Sripalitha. Jalhana refers to Ramila and Somila as
authors of Sudrakakatha. These references
sufficiently amplify the view that Gadya Kavya was
a popular form of literature even in very early
ages, although the works of the early period have
not been preserved. The sixth and the seventh
centuries can be called the age of Prose Romances,
because the greatest writers of prose-Dandin,
Subandhu and Bana belong to this age. Only first
rate poets could write prose works of high literary

standard and hence the saying T e Ty agie.

1) Dandin : Dandin has been credited with
three works the Dashakumaracharita, a prose
romance, the Kavyadarsa, a treatise on Alankara
and Avantisundarikatha, another prose work. The
probable date of Dandi is later half of 6% century
AD. It is not known whether Dandin was the poet’s
real name or a title acquired later. Some say that
it was a title obtained as a result of using the word

QUe several times in the Mangala sloka of
Dasakumara Charita.

The Dasakumaracharita as we have it now is
incomplete. As the title suggests it deals with the
stories of ten princes. There are three parts-Purva
Pitika, the main body and the Uttara Pitika. Prince
Rajavahana, the hero of the story is the son of king
Rajahamsa of Magadha and is born during his
parents’ life in the forest after a defeat by
Manasara, king of Malva. Two other princes,
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Apaharavarma and Upaharavarma are the sons of
the king of Videha, an ally of Rajahamsa. These
three princes and seven other young lads who are
the sons of the three ministers of the over-thrown
king of Magadha together constitute the group of
‘ten princes’. Born under the same shadow of
misfortune in diverse places, they come together by
accident and start in quest of their fortune. On the
way Rajavahana parts from his friends and follows
a Brahmin who seeks his help to Patalaloka. The
other nine princes, left behind, wander in different
directions in search of their long lost leader. Each
one of them, meeting Rajavahana after many years,
narrates the romantic experience of his adventures
during his wanderings.

Dandin is famous for his simple and graceful

style—qflJ\Sdi qq«illr;»lcuH\—is a popular saying. Dandin is
beyond doubt a master of prose style and it is a pity
that his model has not been taken wup by
succeeding authors who chose to imitate the

inimitable and complicated style of Bana and
Subandhu.

Avantisundarikatha is another romance which
tradition attributes to Dandin. The author narrates
in prose the story which is almost identical with
that of the Purvapitika of Dasakumaracharitam.

2) Subandhu : Subandhu is the author of the
prose work Vasavadatta. Bana refers to a prose

work by mname Vasavadatta- &aATHTALAT 7Ef

dradeadl.’ If this reference is to the work of that
name written by Subandhu, then he must have
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lived in the 7% Century as an elder contemporary
of Bana.

Vasavadatta is a romance dealing with the
story of the heroine of that name. The hero,
Kandrpaketu and the heroine Vasavadatta dream of
each other’s beauty. Meeting with great difficulty
they elope together to the Vindhya Mountains, with
the help of a magic steed. Soon Vasavadatta is
transformed into a stone for her intrusion into the
peaceful garden of an ascetic. After a long search
the casual touch of the lover’s hand recalls her to
life and they marry.

As a result of the difficult words and puns, the
sentiments described in this work do not appeal to
the reader.

3) Bana - Life of Bana

Ancient Sanskrit authors generally give little
or no information concerning themselves in their
works. Fortunately Bana is an exception to this.
Indeed, he has written a prose romance
Harshacharita, which is the chief source from
which we get details of Bana’s life. There he deals
elaborately with the origin of his own family and a
portion of his life. The first part of it treats of
Bana'’s life.

Bana traces his origin to the gods. The
Brahmin sage Kubera was a descendant of the
famous Vatsyayana race which had its origin in the
union of Sage Dadhicha with Sarasvati while she
was on earth owing to the curse of Sage Durvasa.
His great grandson, Chitrabanu begot Bana through
Rajadevi. Early in childhood, Bana lost his mother
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and at fourteen, he lost his father too. His father
had tended him carefully. Bana has given
expression to his father’s affection, in describing
the loving care of Vaisampayana’s father. He led a
way ward life in his early days for which he
became an object of reproach. But when he
returned home, he had gathered experience. He
took to a settled life in a village called Pritikuta, to
the west of the river Shona and at a short distance
from Sri Harsha’s country. Summoned to the court
of Harsha, he was at first received coldly. Later on,
he became attached to the court of Harsha who
became his great patron. Bana has celebrated him,
in his famous work Harshacharitha.

Data of Bana

The date of Bana can be determined with
some amount of precision by a reference to the
account of king Harsha given by the Chinese
pilgrim-Hiuen Tsang. The details relating to the
accession to the throne of Kanyakubja by
Harshavardhana recorded by the Chinese pilgrim
substantially tally with those set out by Bana in his
Harshcharitha. It therefore follows that king
Harsha, the greate patron of Bana is identical with
Harshavardhana. referred to as the then ruler of
Kanyakubja by the Chinese pilgrim, Hiuen Tsang.
He toured India for a period of sixteen years
leaving China in 629 AD. This lead us to assign
Bana’s date to the first half of the 7% Century A.D.

Works of Bana

Bana is the author of two works in prose, the
Kadambari based on romantic fiction and the
Harshacharita which is built on a historical plot.
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The poet has left both the works incomplete. The
story of the Kadambari deals with the love of
Chandrapida, a prince of Ujjain for Kadambari, the
heroine, a princes of the Gandharva land. With this
is interwoven the love story of Vaishampayana, the
friend of Chandrapida, and Mahashweta the
daughter of a Gandharva chieftain. The main
episode of the Kadambari is taken from the
Brihatkatha of Gunadhya and Bana has remarkably
heightened the artistic appeal of the plot. Bhushana
Bhatta also known as Pulinda, the son of Bana,
completed the work of his father by writing the
latter part of the Kadambari. He is decidedly
inferior to his father as a literary artist, but we
owe to him the completion of a very intricate story
which, if unfinished, would have remained quite
mystifying.

Harshachrita is a historical romance in which
Bana has immortalized his royal patron. It is also
considered as the first biography in Sanskrit. He
has given a brief summary of the models of poetry
whom he admired. Historically the composition is of
minimal value. The work is in eight chapters and
incomplete.

Bana is believed to have written
Chandishataka, Parvati Parinaya and
Makutataditaka. But it has been proved that
Vamana Bhatta Bana of the 15% century is the
author of Parvati Parinaya.

Style of Bana

Bana stands unrivalled in the field of Sanskrit
prose literature. He had a wide command of
vocabulary, and he seems to have conformed very
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strictly to the precept—‘SﬁWW—lLQ%chdgﬂw

V'ﬁf%l_cft[’. Bana’s merits were acknowledged by all
ancient writers so much so that the expression-

‘T eE TrFIFFI?fF[’ came to be commonly accepted.

With regard to the literary merits of Kadambari,
though the young and superficial reader finds it
uninteresting of tiring his patience, yet men of
literary taste and experience will realize the truth

of the statement- HICFRAAMMERISTY 7 =d’. A

profusion of lengthy but flowing compounds, an
abundance of Slesha and Virodhabhasa, the device
of weaving story within story, the richest of imagery,
a plethora of descriptive detail, a smooth and
graceful diction, an interesting development of the
Rasas of Sringara and Karuna, a delineation of
characters which at the outset appear to be
supernatural, but on closer scrutiny turn out to be
true to life, a minute study of human nature, its
frailties and short comings, his description of
nature as also of court life and the like are some
of the characteristics of Bana which have elevated
him to a rank far above all other prose writers in
Sanskrit. Bana introduces Mahashweta to us, with
her long story and past events, before we are
introduced to Kadambari. Mahashweta’s story only
creates a suitable atmosphere for us to receive
Kadambari’s love for Chandrapida which is the
ultimate aim of the romance.

Bana’s style has been compared to an Indian
jungle and to an wunweeded garden due to
abundance of mythological allusions. The long
descriptions extending over many pages often hinder
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the progress of the narrative. All succeeding poets
and native critics uphold him as the model of
Gadyakavya. However, Bana has been invariably
censured for his style by western critics. While
estimating the literary merits of any Sanskrit
writer, fairness demands that Indian tastes and
Indian canons of criticism should be taken into
consideration.

4) Dhanapala : Dhanapala is the author of a
prose work Tilakamanjari. He is a Jain author
belonging to the 10™ Century AD. The theme is a
love story taken from the Jain legends. The work is
named after the heroine Tilakamanjari and the
hero is Samaraketu. The author imitates Bana’s
Kadambari in every respect.

5) Vadibhasimha : Vadibhasimha is the author
of Gadyachintamani. He was also known as
Odayadeva. The author belonged to the 12™ Century
A.D. He was a Jain monk and the work deals with
the legend of Jivaka or Jivandhara a popular
character in Jain mythology. This work is another
example of the impossible effort at imitating the
Kadambari.

6) Vamana-Bhatta-Bana : Vamana-Bhatta-
Bana is the author of Vemabhupala charita. This is
the only important work of Sanskrit prose of later
ages. He belonged to the 15" Century. The theme
is historical and is meant to give account of the
exploits of Vemabhupala, a king of the Reddi
dynasty of the 15% century. The author himself
says that his ambition is to excel Bana but vainly
attempts at the impossible.
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The absence of originality, artificiality of style
and the attempt to follow Bana’s model which is
easy to admire but hard to imitate must be taken
as the chief causes for the decline of Sanskrit
prose.

Katha and Akhyayika

Gadya Kavyas are generally classified into two
types :

Katha and Akhyayika. According to this
classification @ Kadambari is a Katha and
Harshacharita is an Akhyayika. A Katha is to be
subdivided into chapters called Lambakas and must
contain verses in Arya metre; but in the Akhyayika
the chapters are called Ucchvasas and the metres
employed are Vaktra and Aparavaktra. The artistic
prose style is applied to fiction in the Katha while
in the Akhyayika it is applied to a historical theme.
An Akhyayika must bear some distinctive marks of
the authors and must be narrated by the hero
himself while the Katha has no such restriction.
However Dandin does not accept this classification.

TS UG-l TIHTEATNER AT | - (HTeATesi-<vel)
ST ST RIHTE] INT o TRe! |
FATHTEATIHRIRRT 7 o a=1T: Falgaxr: || (Jr:)
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The Genealogy of Bana

Vatsa (cousin of Saarasvata-son of Sarasvati and
Dadhicha)

!
Kubera (a descendant)
l
Achyuta

!
Ishana

i
Hara
!
Paashupata

!

Arthapati

1
i i i ! i i

Bhrigu Hamsa Suchi Kavi Mahidatta Dharma

! ! ! !
Jatavedas Laksha Ahidatta Vishwarupa
!

Citrabhanu-Rajadevi

!
Banabhatta

!
Bhushanabhatta
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Kathasahitya
Popular Tales and Fables
Introduction

Like the records left behind by the various
nations of ancient times, India too has given us
from ancient times, a valuable record of literature;
India’s uniqueness lies in its wealth of poetic
literature, the like of which has not been produced
by any other ancient nation in the world.

Fables and tales form an important part of the
literature in Sanskrit and the type goes back to a
very early stage in the history of Sanskrit
literature. The Vedic literature is full of tales about
men and Gods and also about animals and birds.
The Buddhist literature is very rich in this sort of
composition. The great Itihasas and Puranas contain
most of the tales (katha grantha) and fables
(pashupakshi katha). But the tales and fables
developed into a separate category of literature at
a later stage. We do not know when tales were
written as independent works. They must have
been prevalent even in the time of the Rigveda, as
there are indications of, and allusions to, such
tales in the Rigvedic poetry; no one will make such
an allusion unless the tales were well-known to the
people. It is said, such tales and fables migrated
from India to the west.

The origin of Indian fables can be traced back
to the ancient times in the life of Vedic Indians.
The tales prevailing among the people were later on
used for a definite purpose, and the didactic fable
became a mode of inculcating knowledge.
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The great classic Mahabharata is virtually an
encyclopaedia of ancient India which has several
legends as episodes. Yayati upakhyana, legend of
Chyavana and Sukanya, Nalopakhyana,
Savitryupakhyana are some of them. The
Mahabharata is a repository of the fables, parables
and moral and didactic stories. There are hundreds
of fables and moral stories found throughout the
Mahabharata. Stories like the deceitful cat, the
clever jackal, the gold-spitting birds, the crow
entering the flying race with swan etc. have
animals and birds as characters in them.

Famous works in Tales and Fables

1. IERAT : The earliest work of the nature of

a collection of tales/fables is Bruhatkatha (the
great story book). Gunadhya the royal scholar of
the Andhra king Satavahana, composed this text in
the 1st century BC. But to us, it is only the name
that has survived. It must have been written in the
early centuries of the Christian era.

There is a story prevailent that there was a
king named Satavahana who was not very
proficient in grammar, and that during a water-
sport, the queens made fun of him of his ignorance.
He decided to learn grammar in a short time and
asked his favourite scholar, Gunadhya, to teach
him grammar in a very short time. The scholar
said that it would be impossible and the king, being
displeased, sent him away. Another scholar taught
him the whole of grammar in a short time by
writing a new work on grammar now available as
the Katantra. Gunadhya wandered in the forest
and began to narrate the tales in such a beautiful



141

language that the birds and beasts were so
engrossed that they gave up their food. There was
no flesh in their bodies when the king’s people
went and killed them in the jungles and brought
them to the royal kitchen. When the king knew of
the cause of scarcity for meat, he sent for the
poet, who was singing those songs of tales, and it
was found to be Gunadhya himself. He was called
back. Only a small part of what he had actually
composed was preserved even at that time, and
now the whole work is lost. That work must have
been the storehouse of tales about the heroes,
kings, gods, demigods and also about animals and
birds.

Originally composed in Paishachi language and
presently translated into Sanskrit and Prakruta,
Bruhatkathas three versions are available. This
work was written in a dialect not commonly spoken
by the people. Dandin calls it Bhootabhasha
(‘AaATITAT WTg: et gEcwd™ |') and some
scholars believe that it was the language of some
tribal people living in the Vindhyan ranges. It is not
possible to fix the exact date of Bruhatkatha. Since
Bana and Dandin a famous poet have paid high
tributes to the work, it must have been written
before the 6th century A.D.

The stories of Bruhatkatha have been handed
down to us in three works of later date.

1. The Nepalese version of Bruhatkathashloka-
sangraha, composed by Budhaswamin (5th century
AD) in 28 sargas, having 4539 verses, is
demonstrative of Bruhatkatha’s original form.
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2 & 3. The two Kashmirian versions include
the popular translations of Kshemendra and
Somadeva. It is interesting to note that both these
scholars translated the same text, at the same
time and same place. These versions have huge
difference in their style and content.

2. Qgﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂg : The earliest version of

Gunadhya’s Bruhatkatha is the Shlokasangraha by
Budhaswamin. Budhaswamin was a native of Nepal.
His date is not known but he must have been
earlier than Kshemendra and Somadeva who both
belonged to the 11th century A.D. The work has not
been found in full. It is a poem of sargas meant
obviousy to be an extensive book, but the fragment
gets us only 28 cantos of about 4539 verses. Either
the work was left incomplete or the manuscript has
been lost.

The poem begins with an encomium of Ujjayini
and the death of Mahasena (Pradyota). Gopala, his
son, succeeded him, but distressed by the talk that
he was a patricide Gopala gave away the throne to
his brother Palaka. Warned as if by a heavenly
sign, Palaka gaveup his throne. Avantivardhana son
of Gopala ascended the throne. The 28th canto
leaves us with Naravahanadatta, the son of
Udayana, the king of the Vatsas in the company of
Bhagirathayashas.

3. W : Kshemendra, composer of this

work was in the court of king Ananta of Kashmir
(1029-1064 A.D). The work has in 18 Lambakas or
chapters with 7500 verses. He is considered to
belong to the first half of 11th century.
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Of the two translations, referred above, the
Bruhatkathamanjari of Kshemendra is older by
some years as compared to the Kathasaritsagara of
Somadeva. Kshemendra has presented the narrative
in an ornate style that provides the text with
unparalled beauty. The text contains 18 Lambakas
or chapters where a large series of popular stories
are boxed one within another.These stories have
not been composed only to entertain the masses,
rather they have grand moral objectives too.

4. HITENETR: : Somadeva’s Kathasaritsagara

is the most outstanding among the various
collections of stories. As the title itself suggests, it
contains the host of stories of every conceivable
kind. It encompasses ‘the most ancient fables, wild
legends of the Rigveda, harrowing tales of blood-
sucking vampires, beautiful and poetic love-stories
and vivid descriptions of battles between Gods, men
or demons”. (N.M.Penzer on the translation of
C.H.Tawney, as quoted by M.Krishnamachariar,
History of classical Sanskrit literature,pp.419)

Kathasaritsagara has been termed as the
store-house of romance. Composed in 11th
centuryA.D. for the recreation of the queen
Suryamati of the Kashmirian king Anantha, this
work is divided into 18 books, comprising 124
Tarangas and 21688verses. Somadeva declares that
his work is a condensed Sanskrit version of
Gunadhya’s Paishachi Bruhatkatha The expansion
or contraction whatever, is due to the difference in
the language.
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Somadeva’s depictions encompass the whole
Indian society. Western literature is heavily
indebted to the Kathasaritsagara. Penzer’s
observations in this regard are worthy of attention:
‘The Kathasaritsagara is, of course, a much older
book than “The Thousand Nights and a Night,” and
is the origin of many tales in the nights. Through
them, it has given ideas not only to Persian and
Turkish authors, but, also to the Western world
through the pens of Boccacio, Chaucer, La Fontaine
and their innumerable imitators’(K.
Krishnamachariar, HSL, p.420)

5. Farauerfaerfa: Vetalapanchavimshati is

another collection of 25 tales narrated to king
Vikramaditya by a Vetala or a goblin. An ascetic
used to present the king with a fruit annually and
it was found that the fruit contained a gem. To
show his gratitude, the king agreed to bring down
a dead body that was hanging down from a tree in
a burial ground. When the king ascended the tree,
it was found that a Vetala, had taken possession of
the body. The king was slightly frightened, and yet
he persisted in his effort. Then the Vetala narrated
a story ending with a question in the form of a
verse. The moment the king answered, the Vetala
returned to the tree with the corpse. Everyday the
incident repeated, a new story is narrated and the
question is answered.This continued for 24 days
and on the 25th day in the end , the dead body
falls off from the tree, returning to its original
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condition of a person. There is a small sequel in
the form of the revelation that the ascetic who was
giving the king a fruit meant to kill him by asking
him to do such a mission.In a clever way, the king
managed to chop off the head of the ascetic.

The really interesting portion in this work
relates to the tales. The tales are all found in the
collections of Kshmendra and Somadeva. But the
circumstances under which the tales were
narrated and the way in which the tales are
narrated give an originality to them and also
arouse interest. There are a few works of this
name, but the Sanskrit version of shivadasa of 12"
century A.D. is the most popular.

6. {I‘Eﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂﬁl : (the seventy tales of a Parrot)

The Shukasaptathihi is another interesting
collection of stories in Sanskrit.The author and the
date of this work are not known. A merchant
named Haradatta had a son named
Madanasena,who spent his whole time in the
company of his young wife. The merchant was able
to secure a crow and a parrot, very wise beings,
really gandharvas and gave to his son. Through
their association, the young man changed his ways.
Madanasena was one day sent out on a mission and
then he entrusted his young wife to take care of
the two birds. When the absence was becoming
unbearably long, the young lady was thinking of
finding company of others. The crow objected but
was silenced with the threat of death.

The Parrot was wiser and permitted her to go
out at night provided that she knew how to get out
of a tight corner if she found herself in such a
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position in her venture. Such a situation which
was quite possible as in the case of a certain lady,
which was stated in a verse. Then the young lady
desired to hear the whole story and the parrot kept
her at home by narrating the story till the day-
break. This continued day after day till the
husband returned.There are seventy stories like
this.

7. ﬁm@%ﬁ'[ : This is also another

collection of 32 stories . There was a throne of the
great emperor named Vikramaditya. It got buried
under earth in course of time. Later, when a
shepherd boy was following the sheep in the
meadows, at a certain point, he began to talk like
an elderly person of great wisdom. The matter was
reported to king Bhoja who got the mound dug out,
and a throne was found which had 32 statues
carved out. When the king Bhoja wanted to ascend
the throne, one of the statues of young ladies on
the edge of the throne started narrating a tale of
the great Vikramaditya, and at the end of each
story each statue flew off. There were 32 statues
and there are the same number of stories
narrated. The author and date of work are not
known. The work is also called
Dwatrimshatputtalika.

8. AAQIAAARH_ : This is a collection of one

hundred tales of Buddhist origin. Each Avadana
(story of illustrious deeds) refers to some story of
the past and draws a moral from it. This work was
translated into Chinese in the mid 3rd century A.D.
Hence it must have been composed in the first or
second century A.D.
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9. NTdshHTAT : Jatakamala of Aryashura

contains a collection of several interesting stories of
the Buddhists. This work must have been written
before S5th Century A.D., since it was translated
into Chinese in the middle of the 5th century A.D.
This work is mainly written in prose though
interspersed with verses. It contains about 500
stories.

There are various collections of such stories,
some of them relating to the great emperor
Vikramaditya. In each collection there is an
originality in the way in which the stories are
introduced and also in the way they are narrated.

Besides what are called tales with a hero,
there are also many fables in which animals and
birds play their part as characters.

Ancient Indians lived close to nature and in
their daily life they were always surrounded by
birds and animals which gave them opportunities to
study their behavior. This close association with
nature has given rise to many didatic fables. The

most important collection of fables are 9=Id-a and

fedaear.

10. 9&d*AH_: The Panchatantra of Vishnu-

sharma is a collection of fables, which has
consistently found an avid readership all over the
world ever since. It was written in the form of
instruction given by a scholar named Vishnusharma
to the princes so that they may became proficient
in the art of diplomacy and politics in a very short
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time. The stories or fables, contained in the
Panchatantra, have very ancient roots in India.

Various editions of this text have come out in
different regions across India. The oldest of these
editions is that of Kashmirian origin, popular as the
Tantrakhyayika. Following are the available editions
of the Panchatantra.

1. The Pehlavi translation, though unavailable, but
an introduction to the stories there, is found in
their subsequent translations into Arabic and
Syrian languages.

2. The second edition, subsumed in the
Bruhatkatha of Gunadhya, is lost in original.
But can be found in the works of Bruhatkatha
by Kshemendra and Somadeva.

3. The third edition was the Tantrakhyayika and
the Jain anthology of narratives related to it.
The Panchatantra, prevalent presently, is the
modern representation of the Tantrakhyayika.

4. The fourth edition is the Southern original
form of the Panchatantra.

So, it is quite clear that Panchatantra is not
an ordinary text but represents a colossal literary
tradition.

The author of this work Vishnusharma
proclaims in the very beginning that, ‘this
Nitishastra, entitled Panchatantra, has been
promulgated on the earth for the enlightenment or
instruction of the young’.

‘Uqcuziaeas A AdTE Srersast g

ECEIC s
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He also proclaims in the prologue that
whosoever always studies or hears this Nitishastra,
never suffers a defeat even at the hands of Indra.

Fed T 25 T AfasmE gonta = |
T RIWIATAIS R e ||

The narratives tell us how a king by name
Amarashakthi, distressed by the stupidity of his
sons - Bahushakti, Ugrashakti and Anantashakti,
entrusted them to the sage Vishnusharma who
reformed them in a short period of six months by
telling them a series of fables. The fables tell about
the duties of humans in general and of a king in
particular.

The Panchatantra comprises of five tantras or
sections namely -

fi=9e: : The loss of friends - The first tantra/

section called Mitrabheda, deals with the break-up
of friendship between the lion - Pingalaka and the
bull - Sanjeevaka. This act of breaking the
friendship is shrewdly executed and leads to the
climax by the two jackals - Karataka and
Damanaka.

The framing story has been told with 23
stories intertwined with it.

ﬁamw:/fﬁwsrrfﬁ: : The winning of friends -

The second section titled Mitrasamprapti, besides
the other topics is devoted to examining mainly the
acquisition or winning of friends. This section
explains the advantages of having good friends and
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their indispensability at trying times. This section
contains 6 stories with framing section.

FIRIGHRTA_ : Crows and owls — The third

tantra, entitled the Kakolukeeya, dwells up on the
enemity between the crows and the owls. The war
between crows and owls is the framing story with
18 substories.

AIYUTA: : Loss of gains — The fourth section

titled the Labdhapranasha meaning the loss of
what has been acquired, illustrates through the
framing story of a monkey and a crocodile, how
fools can be made by flattery to part with their
possessions. The initial friendship between the two
and subsequent strangement because of the
crocodile’s betrayal and bad intentions. The implied
moral is that one should not trust those who are
not trustworthy. There are 11 sub-stories in this
section.

Wm : Il considered action — The fifth

section titled Apareekshitakarakam deals with the
consequences of taking actions in haste, without
knowing the details or the truth. This section is
distinct from the previous ones in the structure of
the stories. There is no framing story like in the
previous sections. Each story appears independently
composed for the teaching of some specific lesson.
But, there is an inter-connection between the
stories. There are 15 such stories in it.

Each tantra consists of a framing story with
various overlapping auxiliary stories, woven around
for the endorsement of it.
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Plain stories are narrated in prose while
didactic maxims have been expressed through
verses, mostly quoted from the classics such as the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the texts of
polity.

The construction of the stories 1is very
interesting in Panchatantra. There are narrations of
tales within tales, with one tale leading on to
another one. There is a complete unity in the way
in which the stories are related to one another.
Each story appearing in the various sections has its
own individuality and each section has its own
individuality. The material in itself is beautiful and
the workmanship is excellent as high-class art.

The Panchatantra is truly an unparalleled
treasure of the world-literature.

11. ‘%?ﬁ'q%&n: : The Hitopadesha of Narayana is
another independent version of the Panchatantra
and is as popular as the Panchatantra itself. It is
composed in Bengal in the 12th century A.D.
Hitopadesha means Beneficial Instruction. As
Narayana himself has told that his work is only a
reconstructed edition of the original Panchatantra
by omitting a few fables and adding some new
ones.

e gegar foe: wfra = |
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There are four sections in this work as
compared to S in Panchatantra. They are 1. EECIEE
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- Acquisition of friends, 2. 'ﬁé?[%l?;’ - Separation of

friends, 3. |:':H;I€: - War, 4. g~ - Peace.

There are also many original stories in the
Hitopadesha, not found elsewhere. The style is
more elegant and polished than in the
Panchatantra.

This work 1is a simpler recast of the
Panchatantra. It is one of the most popular among
the beginners of Sanskrit language. Originally it
was meant both to give instruction in the principles
governing a successful life and to aid the study of
Sanskrit for a beginner.

k* k%
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Scheme of Examination

Unit 1
1. MCQs (To be answered in Samskrutam only)
(10 of 10) 10X1=10
2. Essay type questions (2 of 3) 2X8=16
3. Short Notes (2 of 4) 2X4=8
4. Translation of Prose passage (1 of 2) 1X5=5
5. Annotations (4 of 6) 4X4=16
Unit 2
6. Short Notes (2 of 4) 2X5=10
7. Upapada Vibhakthi-construction
of sentences in Sanskrit (5 of 8) 5X1=5
8. Comprehension passage in Samskrutam
(To be answered in Samskrutam only) 10
80
Internal assessment 20
Total 100
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